
The Baptism of the Lord  
 

THE GOSPEL Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 

Jesus also had been baptized and was praying.   
Heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him 

Jesus, sinless, 
 you stood among us, 

awaiting the sacrament like everybody else. 
as though you were a sinner who 

needs to be made 
clean. 

But the Father said in a loud voice: 
“You are my beloved Son; 

with you I am well  
pleased.” 

Oh Holy God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

you stand with us, sinful as we are, 
forming us as beloved daughters and sons. 

Baptism shows your light in us for all the world. Let it be.  

 
THE FIRST READING Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 or 40:1-5, 9-11 

Here is my servant whom I uphold,   
my chosen one with whom I am pleased. 

We cry  
in the wilderness. 

The roads we walk are rugged and rough: 
virus, racism and climate potholes, 

only deep valleys and 
steep mountains. 

Jesus, 

be  
 a path for us. 

As for all nations, 
open our straying eyes; 

release prisoners to walk free; 
deliver those who live in oppression. 



Let the grace you bestow 
make us mercy 
to one another.  

Gather us as lambs 
in your arms. 

 
THE SECOND READING  Acts 10:34-38 or Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7  

He saved us through the bath of rebirth  
and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he richly poured out on us. 

Lord,  
rain down 

your Spirit upon us: 

over our  
shoulders,  

heads, hands, feet. 

Drench our hearts. 

Your lavish love 
gives us 

life 
beyond telling. 

                             Thank you.   (Annie Osdieck) 

 

Reflection:  

We hear in the gospel that Christ showed up like everyone else to be baptized by John 
the Baptist at the Jordan River. In the presence of all, therefore, Christ’s sonship was 
publicly proclaimed by a heavenly voice: “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased” (Luke 3:22). The fondness of Christ’s relationship with God is revealed as 
pleasing and delightful just as that of believers (Rom. 1:7, 1 John 4:10). 

The reception of the Holy Spirit and divine anointing prepare Jesus for the ministry of 
dedicating his life to serving humanity, restoring the poor to a place of honor and 
dignity, rehabilitating those on the fringes of social life and relationship, and freedom 
for those whose experience of self-flourishing is controlled or denied in a social system 
that is designed to keep them out. Jesus reveals to us what happens to a believer who 
is anointed at baptism and receives the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Just as Christ acknowledges that he must get on with doing the work of God (John 9:4), 
likewise our baptism prepares us to get involved and to share in the work of God for 



the salvation of the world. We are called for the ministry of justice in the world as the 
prophet Isaiah said in the first reading (Isa. 42:3). Through our baptism in Christ and 
our relationship with God we become people of justice. Our experience of the 
reception of the Spirit of God prepares us for service in the saving plan of God for the 
world.   

In Gaudete et Exsultate (On the Call to Holiness in Today’s World), Pope Francis 
reminds us that our union with Christ “entails reproducing in our own lives various 
aspects of Jesus’ earthly life: his life in community, his closeness to the outcast, his 
poverty and other ways in which he showed his self-sacrificing love.” Our lives of 
baptismal initiation in Christ invite us to uphold the dignity of every child of God, to 
express goodwill toward everyone—especially the poor and vulnerable—and to 
consciously care for creation. 

To each one of us and to those whose baptismal initiation we witness, Pope Francis 
reminds us that our “identification with Christ and [the will of Christ] involves a 
commitment to build with him that kingdom of love, justice, and universal peace.” 
(Ferdinand Okorrie CMF. USCatholic) 

 

 
 


