
 
 
 
 
 
Words of Pope Francis on Christmas  

 “Brothers and sisters, standing before the crib, we 
contemplate what is central, beyond all the pretty 

lights and decorations. We contemplate the child. In 
his littleness, God is completely present. Let us 

acknowledge this: “Baby Jesus, you are God, the God 
who becomes a child”. Let us be amazed by this 

scandalous truth. The One who embraces the universe 
needs to be held in another’s arms. The One who 
created the sun needs to be warmed. Tenderness 
incarnate needs to be coddled. Infinite love has a 

miniscule heart that beats softly. The eternal Word is 
an “infant”, a speechless child. The Bread of life needs 

to be nourished. The Creator of the world has no 
home. Today, all is turned upside down: God comes 

into the world in littleness. His grandeur appears 
in littleness. 

  
To accept littleness means something else too. It 

means embracing Jesus in the little ones of today. 
Loving him, that is, in the least of our brothers and 



sisters. Serving him in the poor, those most like Jesus 
who was born in poverty. It is in them that he wants to 
be honoured. On this night of love, may we have only 
one fear: that of offending God’s love, hurting him by 

despising the poor with our indifference."   
Pope Francis 
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A light will shine on us this day: the Lord is born for us. 
The LORD is king; let the earth rejoice; 

   let the many isles be glad. 

The heavens proclaim his justice, 

   and all peoples see his glory. 

  

A light will shine on us this day: the Lord is born for us. 
Light dawns for the just; 

   and gladness, for the upright of heart. 

Be glad in the LORD, you just, 

   and give thanks to his holy name. 

  

A light will shine on us this day: the Lord is born for us.  

 
 


