2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER

CARAVAGGIO

THE GOSPEL. John 20:19-31

He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands, and
bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be
unbelieving, but believe.”
The Lord God formed them out of clay
and blew into their nostrils
the breath of life.

My Lord and my God!
Jesus breathed on them
and gave them
his own Spirit.

My Lord and my God!
Christ Jesus, fill us with your
very own life so we can
take your love and
forgiveness to
every single
person on earth.

My Lord and my God!

THE FIRST READING. Acts 4:32-35

There was no needy person among them.
No one
owned anything.
They shared all they had.
No person in need did without.
One heart and one mind was theirs.
Christ was their food. Christ was their life.
Lord,
Let our love for you bind us to each other,
so that there is not one person
left needy in this
world.
Let us help you to make it happen
THE SECOND READING. 1 John 5:1-6

For the love of God is this, that we keep his commandments.
And his commandments are not burdensome.
Lord,
through your
death and resurrection
you made peace with the world.
By your grace let us love you,
and love one
another,
and spread your peace
throughout the world.
Anne Osdieck

Reflection.
From the Readings today, we learn that we are saved from sin and death by believing
that we are saved from sin and death—by Christ. Even in our sinful state, where truth
forces us to confess our disobedience and our failures in love, we are victorious—over
the sin and death in ourselves—as long as we believe that Christ won the victory for
us. This faith is what God requires of us, and the Second Reading is right: this
requirement isn’t burdensome. So here is our joy: As long as we believe that Christ
won the victory for us, the victory of Christ is ours. Eleonore Stump

Pope Francis reminds us that Thomas arrived late but that the Lord did not
abandon him. He came back the next week. Will God abandon us in our slow
recovery from the pandemic? Can we forget those left behind?
Dear brothers and sisters, in the time of trial that we are presently
undergoing, we too, like Thomas, with our fears and our doubts, have
experienced our frailty. We need the Lord, who sees beyond that frailty an
irrepressible beauty. With him we rediscover how precious we are even in
our vulnerability. … And if, like crystal, we are transparent before him, his
light—the light of mercy—will shine in us and through us in the world.
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