
 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception.  

 

The Immaculate Conception by Velasquez) 

 

Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord" (Luke 2:38). 

Gn 3:9-15, 20; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Luke 1:26-38: 

The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception, which holds that Mary herself was 
conceived free of original sin, has no explicit biblical basis but was theologically 
inferred from Mary's role as the mother of Jesus and therefore Theotokos -- 
"Godbearer." 

The power of this feast is less in its theological content than in how it resonates 
with the deep longing in human beings for a wholeness that seems somehow 
broken within us and in our troubled world. 

 A pristine creation worn down by human progress and in many places ruined by 
mindless human consumption still retains its original promise of wholeness. The 
central Christian doctrine of the Incarnation – God with us – projects a future not 
of degradation but of beauty as grace does its work to perfect nature, first in us 
and then in our world. Human wholeness is already achieved in Mary, who 
reaches out to draw us into her son's divinity with her motherly embrace.   

(Pat Marrin, Pencil Preaching NCR) 

Most Highly-Favoured One 
The feast of the Immaculate Conception centres on God’s loving power to make 
us holy. Our Blessed Lady’s integrity or holiness right from the moment of her 
conception is not something she achieved by her own power. It is a pure gift of 
God, given to her for a saving purpose. It was in her genes, as we might say 
today, on behalf of us all. For it was supremely fitting that the woman who 
brought our Saviour into the world should be herself totally free from sin and 
available to do God’s work. 



As we admire our Blessed Lady, God’s most favoured one (“Full of grace”) on 
the feast of her conception, let us thank God for His love and mercy which 
embraces us right from the moment of our own conception. As Scripture says, 
“or who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did 
not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?” 
(1 Cor 4:7). Everything is gift, everything good in us is by God’s grace. For we all, 
children of God, are also favoured and heirs of God’s grace. Yet Mary remains 
the most favoured one, the mother of all graced ones, the one that enjoys the 
fullness of grace.  (Reflection: Association of Catholic Priests) 

 

 

 


