
2nd SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
 

 
 

REFLECTION: 
 
Today’s gospel reading, which is commonly referred to as the prologue (that is, 
the introductory section) of John’s Gospel, is the same gospel that was 
proclaimed during the Mass during the Day for the Feast of the Nativity. Thus, 
we have another opportunity to reflect on that gospel’s meaning and 
implications for Christian living. The essential message being communicated is 
that ‘the Word was made flesh’ and ‘lived among us’ (Jn 1:14). This is what is 
meant by the term Incarnation. According to the Christian revelation of God, it 
means that the Son of God, while remaining fully divine, became truly and fully 
human at a particular place and time in history. Of course, the Incarnation is not 
confined to the season of Christmas. It also includes the conception, suffering, 
death and resurrection of Jesus. 

There are at least three phrases in the gospel reading that are especially 
challenging. 

First, we are reminded that ‘the Word was the true light that enlightens all 
people; and he was coming into the world’ (Jn 1:9). This teaches us that only in 
Jesus can we find the true light that is God. By describing Jesus as the Word 
that was the true light, John the Evangelist is telling us that the Word of God — 
that is, God himself — is revealed in Jesus. 

Secondly, we read that ‘he [the Wordj came to his own domain and his own 
people did not accept him. But to all who did accept him he gave power to 
become children of God’ (Jn 1:11-12).  

Thirdly, we are told that ‘no one has ever seen God; it is the only Son, who is 
nearest to the Father’s heart, who has made him known’ (Jn 1:18). This makes 
it clear that Jesus is the fullness of God’s revelation. 
The importance of Christmas is that we are reminded, annually, about the most 
momentous event in human history: The Incarnation. The fact that God became 
human and lived, worked, taught, worked miracles, suffered and died among us 
on this earth, is an event in history that can never be surpassed. We are invited, 
to be full of joy at Christmas, and to proclaim our faith in God’s wonderful love. 



 
The Incarnation occurred so that the crucifixion could take place — that we 
might gain salvation. That is why we celebrate and feast at Christmas. Without 
the Incarnation, there would not have been a salvific crucifixion. Our visits to the 
crib, therefore, always include a ‘Thank you’ to the infant Jesus for coming 
among us.  (John Litteton Journeying through the Year of Matthew) 

For meditation 
The Word was made flesh, he lived among us. (Jn 1:14) 
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Glory and joy 

Would you expect to find glory in the crib? It is there in human and the divine 
love. Angels sing of glory to God … this is the biggest thing that ever happened 
the world. God among us, the word made flesh! Love has come among us like 
never before. 

As the gospel of John goes on there is another sense of that glory. Glory 
means not just angels and bright light – it is the love of God and then our love. 

Jesus comes with the love of God. He makes a difference, calling us 

  

to be a community of people who find, through their faith and humanity, the 
motivation to care for each other always, in good times and bad. 

That’s all part of the message of Christmas. God our creator passionately wants 
a world where people are cherished and human rights are respected, within a 
way of life where the rights of all, especially the poor, are met. This child is for 
the world, and his life and ministry will bring compassion to us and danger to 
him. 

Christmas is about Jesus being for us, about the church being for the world of 
today. It is an annual reminder that our call is to allow Jesus into our hearts in 
love, and to allow him out in our love of those near to us, and of the wider world. 



Imagine the Christmas scene, and notice that behind the manger there is a 
cross. This is the child who will save us. 

With the angels and the shepherds, with Mary and Joseph, we welcome you, 
Lord Jesus. 

 
 


