
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
 

 
The Holy Family – Raphael 

 

THE GOSPEL Luke 2:41-52 

“Your father and I have been looking for you with great anxiety.” 

Mary and Joseph 
searched everywhere   
with their whole hearts, 

and with harrowing anxiety, 
for you, Jesus. 

And they found you. 

Let us all find you 
wherever we search: 

in your Father’s House, 
or in the faces of the poor, 

––in songs we sing together, 
in searching for answers to end  

all racial injustice, to find climate solutions; 
to look into the deep thoughts of others; and in poetry. 

Let it all be prayer. 
Come to us, Lord Jesus. 

 
THE FIRST READING Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14  

Those who honor their father will have joy in their own children 

Dear Lord, 
your love spreads. 



 It is catching. 

Your love 
starts from you,  

touches a mother here, 
passes along to a father there 

and gladdens its way into children’s hearts. 

Wherever love settles, it heals, 
makes miracles, 

then returns 
us 

 to you. 

Let us let in your affection, 
and make family. 

In kindness 
and in 
love. 

 
THE SECOND READING Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 

And over all these put on love...  
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 

Christ, 

how  
greatly 

we desire  
to put on love, 

like clothes we wear,  
like the skin that we dwell in. 

Peace, heart’s yearning 
kindness, humility, 

gentleness and 
patience:  

let these dwell in us richly. 
Let the peace of Christ  

guide our hearts for all time. Anne Osdieck 

 

REFLECTIONS: Luke, in the seventh scene of his introduction to the public life of 
Jesus, presents an abundant reminder of the dimensions of family and parenting. The 



account of Jesus lost and found in the Temple is as much a story of the parents as of the 
child. Mary and Joseph are returning from Jerusalem, having completed the annual 
pilgrimage to the Holy City for the celebration of Passover. Assuming that twelve-year-
old Jesus is safe somewhere in the caravan of relatives and friends (no smothering over-
protectiveness here), they are surprised, after a day's journey, to discover that the child 
is not among them.  

Finally, after three days of searching for him “with great anxiety,” Jesus confronts them 
with a statement that would carry little consolation for any parent: “Why did you search 
for me? Did you not know I had to be en tois tou patros mou?” I quote those last words 
in Luke’s Greek because it is one of those places where the Third Evangelist seems 
deliberately to be using ambiguous language. A literal rendering would be “in the 
[things] of my Father,” which commentators have mainly taken to mean “about the 
affairs of my father” (referring to action) or “in the house of my father” (referring to a 
place).  

The mysterious openness of the phrase leaves one thing crystal clear, Jesus' life involves 
an obedience to more than earthly parents. Mary has just referred to Joseph as Jesus’ 
father, but Jesus uses the word pater of the Creator. Yet, Luke hastens to show that 
doing the will of his heavenly Father entailed obedience to Mary and Joseph: “He went 
down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them.”  The Lucan story 
reminds us that being family is an intimate involvement with the divine – and we 
always need outside help.  (Dennis Hamm SJ) 

 
 

 


