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Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd. A good 

shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
 

THE GOSPEL.   John 10:11-18 

The Good Shepherd knows his sheep 
and calls them each by name. 

They listen, they wait for 
the sound of his 

voice. 

We are 
so like them. 

O Jesus, Shepherd, 
we long to hear you call us. 

Hold us in your arms awhile. 
Then help us take your unconditional love 

––the lay-down-your-life kind of love 
that you got from your Father–– 

and wrap it around us 
into the lives of  

all people 
every  

 where.  

 
 



THE FIRST READING.   Acts 4:8-12 

In his name this man stands before you healed. 

Only one name could 
 make the  

cripple 
 walk.  

Father in heaven,  
give us the same courage  

you gave to Peter––to speak out, 
 tell all about the one rejected 

who became our  
corner- 
stone. 

 
In Jesus’ name 

we ask  

                         food for the hungry,    
                           care for all immigrants     
                         and suffering children,   
                          healing for our planet,    
                         love that ends divisions. 

 
THE SECOND READING.  1 John 3:1-2 

We may be called the children of God. 

We are 
his children 

now. 

God in fact does not become 
 Our Father tomorrow, 

or next week, 
but now, 
 today.   

This minute. 
 

No matter 
 what. 

 
 Abba.  



REFLECTION:  

This Sunday we are invited to deepen our awareness of the 
protective, caring love that surrounds us, holds us and sustains us. 
This love was made incarnate in Jesus the Good Shepherd. 

In John’s letter (2nd Reading), we are encouraged to meditate on the deep 
love that the Father lavishes upon us, by calling us his children. 
 
Centering our lives on this reality will help us on our pilgrim journey – and 
this week’s Psalm is associated with pilgrimage, sung by those entering 
Jerusalem. For us it becomes a resurrection song. The one who was reviled 
and rejected becomes the cornerstone that our faith is built upon; Christ is 
our refuge and our strength, and the psalmist reminds us to place our trust 
in our loving Lord. 
 
In the First Reading, Peter, inspired by the Holy Spirit, quotes from this 
same psalm. Christ, who was rejected and condemned by the religious 
leaders of the time, is the source of Peter’s authority and his gift of 
healing. 
 
In the Gospel, the image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd is used to draw out 
the depth of the love that God has for his people. Jesus lays down his life 
for us so that we might truly live. By describing himself in this way, Jesus is 
describing the close, intimate relationship we are each called to have with 
the living Lord. Although we are many, we are one flock, with one Shepherd 
who knows each one of us personally. Jesus trusts that we will listen to his 
voice. 
As we pray this week, let us ask for the grace to truly listen with open and 
accepting hearts to the needs of our community, and to the needs of the 
earth. May we, too, may become loving shepherds to each other, and to the 
environment. (Taken from St. Beuno’s Pastoral Outreach Programme) 



 

 

 
 
 


