
THE 3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21 

He has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. 

Jesus, rise,  
spread out the scroll   

––like Ezra, your priest-scribe    
––and declare to  

the people  
and to  

us  

that God is in our  
midst this  

day.   

Oh earth, 
 you are holy now.  

Holy Spirit,   
touch our being and our doing. 

Let us 
 feed and shelter the poor, 

welcome immigrants, 
free the prisoners, 

fix climate  
crisis. 

Brush our days, 
with grace.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1?4


 

THE FIRST READING Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 

Today is holy to the Lord. 

They heard your saving words, O God;  
and they bent heads in tears,  

but then felt great joy 
 in your mercy.  

Let us too be hearers  
and doers  

of your  
word. 

Then will our day be holy.  

 

THE SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 12:12-30 or 12:12-14, 27 

We were all given to drink of the same Spirit 

Father,  
We thank you.  

Your gifts are great. 

From them words flow, smooth as nectar;  
they heal, or else they teach,  

often tell stories that lead  

Their hearers straight  
to heaven.  

Holy Spirit, thank you.  
Let us all praise you!  

REFLECTIONS 
 

1) From St. Bueno’s Outreach: 
 
 ‘Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life’ 

 
On this ‘Sunday of the Word of God’, we are invited to deepen our relationship with the Lord 

through our devotion and dedication to reading and praying with scripture. In each reading, we hear 

how the Spirit of the Lord revives, liberates, sustains, unites and gives life. 

The law of the Lord is read out by Ezra (First Reading), and the people are taught to celebrate it. 

The joy of the Lord is their stronghold. 

The Psalm celebrates God’s law of love: each line is a litany of the comfort, joy and strength that 

can be drawn from the Word of God. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/nehemiah/8?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/12?12


Paul teaches that although the Christian community is very diverse, with different strengths and 

perspectives, we are all united in the Spirit of the Lord though our baptism (Second Reading). 

Jesus, filled with the spirit of the Lord, reads from the word of God and proclaims that Isaiah’s 

prophecy is embodied and fulfilled in him (Gospel). Jesus liberates, heals, transforms and brings 

good news. 

As followers of Jesus who are united by the living Spirit of God, this is our calling too. With our 

lives centred on Scripture, the living word of God, we are not alone as we pray. We belong to a 

living, transforming community of believers united by our baptism. We share the same joy 

expressed by the Psalmist, and are guided by the word of God that the prophets proclaimed. Let us 

pray that our lives will be a testament to the liberating, healing teachings that Jesus embodied. 

 

 

 
Reflection 2:  Two New Eras by Fr. John Foley S.J.  

Two men unroll parchment scrolls and each reads his to the people. Their proclamations 

signal the beginning of a vast new era. One man is Ezra the scribe, and the other is Jesus 

of Nazareth. Four centuries separate their readings.  

Let’s look!    

We find Ezra in the First Reading. He is in Jerusalem after the return of the Jewish 

exiles from captivity in Babylon. What is the “captivity in Babylon,” you ask? Perhaps 

it will help to have more of that story. 

A far greater new era has begun. 

Ancient Israel was captured by the Babylonian empire 586 years before Christ. They 

took Jerusalem itself. They demolished the great temple built by Solomon centuries 

before and deported all productive citizens to Babylon, leaving peasants to run the holy 

city, if they could. 

After fifty years or so of their captivity, Cyrus the Great, king of Persia (now Iran), 

came into possession of Babylon and he let the captives go. Many had switched their 

faith by this time in favor of foreign gods and customs, but the remainder, perhaps 

5000, made ready to return home. By this time a lot of them had never even seen 

Jerusalem. 

There were great caravans. Ezra—priest, scribe and teacher—led one of them on the 

four-month journey across the desert. 

They arrived to find Jerusalem a ruined city with widespread moral decay.Ezra worked 

long and hard to bring back the ecclesiastical and civil fiber of Jerusalem and the nation. 

At last a new temple was finished in 516 BC, and the ruined city walls were rebuilt. 

At this point Ezra stood up on a high wooden platform built for the occasion so he could 

be heard and seen, and he “read plainly” from the scroll that held “the book of the law.” 

He started reading at daybreak and continued until midday! 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/012322.cfm#main-content


Not only did they have their city again, but also, they now had heard the Word of God 

again. And finally, a temple where they could worship. Their new era had begun! 

Four centuries later we find Jesus of Nazareth making a similar return. He is going back 

to Galilee, the region where he grew up (Gospel). He has been baptized and has spent 

time in the desert. His trip is now “in the power of the Spirit,” Luke says, and it takes 

him to his home town of Nazareth. Like Ezra, he takes up a scroll, this one containing 

the book of Isaiah—much of which, coincidentally, had been written during the Jewish 

exile. 

He reads the passage, which says that the Spirit of the Lord has sent him to “bring glad 

tidings to the poor, ... to let the oppressed go free,” to proclaim a time of favor from the 

Lord (Is 61:1-2). This is what Ezra had done in the First Reading, but Jesus' mission is 

much, much more.  

A far greater new era has begun. 

He sits down now, at the same level as the people. He says almost casually, “today this 

scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” 

His mission is to rebuild their hearts, not just their city, to return them to God, who is 

their real home. Would they accept this startling new epoch? 

Will we?    

 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/012322.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/61?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/012322.cfm#main-content

