16th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Bloch:Sermon on the Mount

THE GOSPEL. Mark 6:30-34

His heart was moved with pity for them,
for they were like sheep without a shepherd;
and he began to teach them many things.
Sent on a mission.
This is why
we are
here.
Lord,
help us.
Let us take
your healing love
to all our neighbors.
Down all our back-streets.
To the borders and the ends
of this earth and beyond.
To the environment
you lovingly
give to
us.
No
money
in our belts,
no clean socks,
no backpack
no food.

Give to us this day,
complete and
total trust
in you.
THE FIRST READING Jeremiah 23:1-6

I will appoint shepherds for them who will shepherd them
so that they need no longer fear and tremble.
Guatemalan
coffee-growers
plead for
fair
prices.
African children
in the millions
starve.
Haitians
find
vermin
in their water.
Clean water for
the poor?
Lord,
let us care
like you.
do.
Help us to
produce
what
is right and just.
THE SECOND READING Ephesians 2:13-18

For he is our peace, he who ... broke down the dividing wall.
Jews, Gentiles, Catholics, Protestants,
developers and tree-huggers,
conservatives, liberals,
women with men,

can now meet
as one.
The place of
meeting
is Christ.
His word is
peace.
Lord,
bring us together,
in quiet in you. (Anne Osdieck)

REFLECTION:
Jeremiah reminds us that not all our leaders and shepherds have our
best interests at heart. While people give leaders mandates to make good
decisions for the community, we know that power pulls them away from their
intended purposes. It is understandable that power carries them into unintended
areas, but in the church world, it can lead to attitudes of entitlement, clericalism,
and superiority. Jesus makes it clear that this is not the style of leadership of
one of his disciples.
In the Gospel, Jesus offers people rest from their labors, so they can
practice self-care and receive gratitude from Jesus and his friends. I need rest. I
think we all need rest, especially after the tumultuous past year we experienced,
but it is a quality rest that we need – rest from unexpected bad news, rest from
constant updating of news, rest from incessant barrages of people expressing
their opinions, rest from unending work that has crept into one’s personal time,
and rest from expectations to return a text message at any hour of the day. We
need rest from always being “on,” and even our Sabbath day has lost our time
to rest with our loved ones.
The one who calls us to rest wants to spend time with us, and we cannot
grow in friendship with Jesus unless we waste time with him. We just need to be
around him and in his presence. He is the only one who can restore us.

