
 
Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of 

them. (First Reading) 
 

 

THE GOSPEL.   John 20:19-23;  

And when he has said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit.” 

Fear  
locked the door. 

It loves to do this, always. 
But real love entered in anyway, 

bringing (within its wounds) God’s peace. 
This peace went all around; joy and peace! 

He breathed upon them and sent them 
everywhere, to all the earth, 

out of love, not out of 
fear. 

God, 
remember us: 

Veni Sanctae Spiritus. 
Come to us, Holy Spirit 

of life and love, and send 
us out to all 

corners of creation. 

THE FIRST READING.   Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 
And suddenly there came from the sky a noise 

like a strong driving wind. 



Like wind-driven fire blazing,  
you flash through  

all creation. 

 You are  
far and near. 

Not in one place  
and time, 

but everywhere. 

We 
welcome  

your Spirit in us. 
Set a fire in our hearts 

 every minute of every day! 

Make us fierce in your love, 
and send us to the 

ends of the  
earth. 

 
THE SECOND READING.   1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13; 

… For we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit itself 
intercedes with inexpressible groanings. 

Spirit 
 of Jesus,  

you know our needs. 

We need clean air, 
ending of hunger, 

an end to bias, 
your love of each 

of us. 

Please, 
take our flawed prayers to the Father. 

Wrap your prayers around them. 
Let our spirits cry out 

in joyful harmony 
with you, 

Abba!  Father! (Anne Osdiek) 



 

The Spirit of truth will lead you to the complete truth 

O God, who by the mystery of today’s great feast 
 
sanctify your whole Church in every people and nation, 
 
pour out, we pray, the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
 
across the face of the earth 
 
and, with the divine grace that was at work 
 
when the Gospel was first proclaimed, 
 
fill now once more the hearts of believers. 

 
Notes on the Readings: Today we celebrate the great day of 
Pentecost, when Christ filled the Church with the power of his Spirit 
and sent his followers out into the world to bring his peace, joy and 
mercy to all. 
 



The First Reading tells the story of what happened on the first 
Pentecost. 
 
With the advent of the Holy Spirit, the disciples are filled with its 
power and the Church is born. The barrier of language between 
peoples is removed as the whole community hears the wonders of 
God’s message. The atmosphere is one of an exuberant and joyful 
new beginning. 
 
The Psalmist is a person of deep faith who sees that nature bears the 
fingerprints of the Creator. God’s Spirit is also the Spirit of renewal 
of life. 
 
Paul compares the imprisoning consequences of self-centeredness 
and self-indulgence with the life-giving fruits of the Spirit. He reminds 
the Galatians that it was the presence of the Spirit dwelling within 
them who would guarantee that they live the true Christian life 
(Second Reading). 
 
In the Gospel, Jesus promises that the Spirit – the Advocate – will 
come, and continue to be with them. He also invites his followers to 
begin to witness to the fullness of the Father’s message of love, with 
the guidance and companionship of the Advocate. 
 
This week, let us pray for ourselves and for the Christian Church. 
We ask for a sense of rediscovery of what it means to be the people 
of God, and that our hearts and minds might be open to the Spirit of 
truth. 

The love of God has been poured into our hearts by his Spirit living in 
us, alleluia!     Entrance Antiphon 
 
How many are your works O Lord! / The earth is full of your 
riches.   Responsorial Psalm 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle in them 
the fire of your love.    Gospel Acclamation 
(From St. Bueno’s Outreach Team, UK.) 
 

 


