Feast of Corpus Christi Year C

THE GOSPEL Luke 9:11b-17 They all ate and were satisfied.

Christ, you come to us

And because we are all broken
you were broken.
You bless us

(and our brokenness)
beyond all
telling.

You do not leave us.

You stay, and you sustain us with vital food.
Grace becomes like loaves and fishes.
You lavish love prodigally on us
each time you come to us.

You make us one,
since you are
our very food
and drink Let us give your love to one another.
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THE FIRST READING Genesis 14:18-20

In those days, Melchizedek, king of Salem, brought out bread and wine.
Melchizedek carried bread and wine to Abram.
Jesus, you bring your body and blood,
in the shape of bread and wine,
to our table.
Loaves and fishes, body and blood.

You are love in
abundance.

THE SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

This is my body that is for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.

Jesus,
what is “this” in
‘Do ‘this’ in memory of me?”

Should we recall your infinite love
when we break the bread and drink the wine?
And your laying down your life
for us?

Would you have us lay down
our lives with you
for each other?
Lord, show us. (4nne Osdieck)
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REFLECTION FOR CORPUS CHRISTI: We are part of Christs Body

In today’s gospel we meet Jesus in a crowd, speaking life-giving words about
the reign of God, and healing people of their ailments. It is precisely here
where the feast manifesfts.

The disciples thought the healing work was completed and attempted to
have Jesus dismiss the five thousand. Jesus then invites the seemingly
impossible. Give them something fo eat yourselves.

Five loaves and two fish are all we have, they respond. And while they are
busy calculating, Jesus acts. An unexpected blessing and an unexpected
feast for and with love: The love of Jesus, the love of God, the love-
possibility between those gathered there, and dare I say, those reading this.

Today is the feast of Corpus Christi, a celebration of Jesus’ presence in the
Eucharist. The Church professes our reception of the Eucharist to be the
fullness of Jesus’ life broken and shared with each one of us.

Dorothy Day wrote: “Christ is bread on our altars because bread is the
staple of the world, the simplest thing in the world, something of which we
eat and never get tired...if you sat and thought forever and ever, you could
not think of any way for Christ to remain with us which would bring us
closer to him.” Why? Day states in another piece “the answer is very simple.
It was because [God] loved us and wished to be with us.”

This is my body that is for you, do this in remembrance of me...this cup is
the new covenant in my blood. We are part of Christ’s body and are loved
more than we know or imagine. As One we are loved, and through Jesus we
have become God's beloved daughters and sons. (Christy Hicks Aydt - U.S.
Catholic).

This week it would be good fo spend time meditating on the Eucharist, not
simply as Christ's action in the past, but here and now as a present and
ever-new event in our own daily lives and actions.







