
3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR C 

 
 

THE GOSPEL Luke 3:10-18 

The crowds… tax collectors… soldiers… asked John the Baptist,  
“what should we do? 

What 
should we do  

 to ready our hearts  
O Lord for your coming? 

Your Baptist says we must 
give away our coat, 

share our food, 
make justice 

for all. 

Lord,  baptize us with the fire of your Holy Spirit 
burn the chaff from the wheat. 

gather us into your kind  
and loving arms. 

Warm our 
hearts 

to share your 
 love with everyone. 



 
THE FIRST READING Zephaniah 3:14-18a 

He will sing joyfully because of you. 

God’s zeal, God’s joy in us, 
brings a savior into  

our very midst  
to dwell in 

us,  

to  
hold out our  

hands and soften  
our hearts. 

God,  
Our Lord, 

we love your delight 
in the beauty of our days, 

in the surprise of our creation, 
in the graced lives of the ones we love. 

You sing our lives into being. 

 
THE SECOND READING Philippians 4:4-7 

Then the peace of God will guard your hearts  
and minds in Christ Jesus. 

O people, 
Rejoice!  

In thanksgiving 
we make our request known to you. 

We ask that all refugees find loving homes, 
that you help us repair our climate crisis, 

end sickness and unemployment, 
all violence everywhere, 

and racism. 

And, Lord, 
please, let the peace  

that surpasses all understanding 
 guard our hearts  

and minds in Christ 
Jesus. (Anne Osdiek) 



REFLECTION:   LET IT SING! 

“Brothers and sisters: rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again, rejoice.” 

St. Paul commands this in the Second Reading. The word for rejoice in Latin is gaudete, 
so quite naturally this Sunday is called Gaudete Sunday. 

Why all this exultation? Are we finally getting a break from the somberness of Advent? 
Yes, but there is more to it than that. 

God’s gladness sings out joyfully at every instant, and his song is the earth, the 
galaxies, the people and plants. 

Remember that Advent is like a retreat for the worldwide Church. In this upcoming 
third week we will pray about our lives in the context of the great beauty God has put in 
us and around us.  

Can you think this way? 

One line in the First Reading puts it in dramatic terms. Zephaniah says that the Lord 
“will sing joyfully because of you, as one sings at festivals.” 

Because of you! Have you ever in your life thought that God might be singing because 
of you? Have you ever let your image of God expand that far? Have you ever let God be 
one who sings you into existence, in the most profound sense of the word? 

How about this for a possibility: God’s gladness sings out joyfully at every instant, and 
his song is the earth, the galaxies, the people and plants and chemicals and soaring 
hawks and encircling planets, droplets of dew and heavy black holes, youthful beauties, 
ancient wisdoms, and everything else that exists. 

In other words, we are God’s song. 

There people in long rows gather to be baptized in expectation of the Savior who is to 
come. Each segment (the crowd, the tax collectors, the soldiers) ask John the Baptist the 
exact same question: “Teacher, what should we do?” 

  “Let your life sing,” he answers.  

Let it sing. 

Let your life be what it is: God’s joyous, interleaved and always consonant melody, 
sounding outwards in deepest joy. Share your cloak and your food, collect only what is 
owed, do not extort.  

Do these things and you will be sounding the true melody of your life! 

John Foley, SJ  
 



A SECOND REFLECTION ON THE READINGS: 
 
The Good News 

The readings for this Sunday are about rejoicing.  

The First Reading tells God’s people to shout for joy, and the Second Readingexhorts 
Christians to rejoice always. The Gospel Reading says that John the Baptist preached 
good news to the people.  

Christ will baptize you with the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit will then dwell in 
you. 

So what did John the Baptist say? What is there to rejoice about? 

It helps in thinking about this question to have some sense of what the bad news is.   

The Second Reading follows the call to rejoice with an exhortation to have no anxieties. 
The bad news is everything that raises those anxieties. The First Reading spells out 
some of it.  There are enemies; there are misfortune—sickness, poverty, unemployment, 
natural disaster, and all the rest. 

It is possible to find some peace about all these things by bringing them to God in 
prayer and putting your trust in him. At any rate, that is the antidote to these anxieties 
recommended by this reading. 

But a person can have anxieties that are harder to bring to God. There are the 
relationships you have broken, the wreckage you have made of things at home, the 
failures you are culpable for at work. Sin can paralyze any effort at joy, in loving 
relationship with God and others. You can put your trust in God; but what happens 
when you know that God can put no trust in you? What happens to joy in the face of 
this thought? 

That is the bad news.  

But this is also where the good news comes in. The First Reading promises 
that God will rejoice over you. And why? The answer is also in the First Reading: God 
will renew you; and when he does, you will be so lovely that God himself will make 
songs about you and for you, and he himself will sing them to you. 

That is amazing good news, isn’t it? But how can it be?   

This is where the good news of John the Baptist comes in. Christ will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit will then dwell in you. Christ is Emmanuel, God 
with us, and he brings God the Holy Spirit into us. When God is with you and in you, 
how can you keep from singing for joy? 

Eleonore Stump  
 



 


