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THE GOSPEL Luke 21:5-19

It will lead to your giving testimony.
Lord,

in Autumn the trees give witness to you,
And
how do
we ourselves
testify?

At the end of the day let the work of our hands speak always of you.
Whether we work, eat, play, talk or take time with one another,
let these whisper of life’s fullness and of your goodness.
When we love one another, let the world know
you are here in our midst loving us first.
When our days are done, let our
whole life, all that has been,
be witness to your
name.

THE FIRS READING Malachi 3:19-
o f S l"*f'?bf‘-a.

FOR YOU WHO FEAR MY NAME,

THERE WILL ARISE THE SUN OF JUSTICE
WITH ITS HEALING RAYS :

-



Father,

let us bask in the healing rays of your sun.
Fill us with wonder each time
we hear your
name.

THE SECOND READING 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12

In toil and drudgery, night and day we worked.
We wanted to present ourselves as a model for you.

Who would Paul have been in our time?

A knowing politician, passing
bills that open borders,
that erase debts
in third world countries?

An apostle bringing Christ
to the oppressed and poor?

A Samaritan giving
shelter to the homeless?
Food for the hungry?

And school for those
who can’t
read?

Lord, you give us Paul as our model.
Please give us love like his,
filled with energy
and fire. (Annie Osdieck)




Reflection:

As we approach the end of the Church’s year, today’s readings lead us to think about
the passage of time and the end of the world. Though outwardly daunting, they
provide a message of hope for those who stay faithful to God’s love.The prophet
Malachi (First Reading) uses stark imagery to portray the fate of those who do not
respect the Lord. But the ones who remain faithful to him will see the day thatis
coming as a time of joy and healing.

In the Gospel, Jesus predicts the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem, but tells us
not to fear wars, persecution, and natural disasters. While these things may seem
like the end, in fact they are not: he cautions us not to be deceived by those claiming
that ‘the time has come’. Even when in difficulty, we are not to worry about what to
say: the Spirit of Jesus will give us words and wisdom, as we bear witness to Christ.
By staying secure in the love that God has for us, we will be held safe.

Paul presents himself as a model to the Thessalonian church (Second Reading),
spreading the Good News and earning his keep. He stresses the importance of the
whole community working for the good of all, rather than sitting around thinking
about the future.

The Psalmist is certain of the Lord’s coming, when justice will prevail. All creation is
invited to join in the joyful proclamation of that coming.

This week, I may like to pray for trust and inner strength, keeping Christ at my side,
and responding to him in every moment of my daily life.

We also continue to pray for the peace of the world. (From St. Bueno’s Outreach to Diocese of
Wrexam)



