Rundel Hirschvogel Workshop
After Sebald Beham
Christ Healing the Blind Man
1517-27

THE GOSPEL Mark 10:46-52

But he kept calling out all the more.
Jesus,
We
are
begging
for
sight.
We want to “see” our way
to the end of
the virus,
to see how
to end the climate crisis;
to end racial injustice;
human trafficking
and poverty.
Son of David, have
pity on us.
Give us Bartimaeus’ faith
and his
sight.
THE FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:7-9

The Lord has delivered his people.
Lord, you
wend your way quietly
through the gates of
the promised land
but with all
of us in tow.
Your manner is consoling.
You pour light upon our stumbling path.
You lead us to the glorious
cool brooks of your
living water.
We shout for joy!
THE SECOND READING Hebrews 5:1-6

He is able to deal patiently with the ignorant and erring,
for he himself is beset by weakness.
Jesus,
come live with us.
You sympathize with our weakness
and know well our frailties.
Please intercede
for us, all of us,
O Son of
God.
We want to call to
your father
Our Father.
(Annie Osdieck)

Excellent Homily for Mission Sunday by Fr Kevin Hughes, a Mill Hill Missionary
The theme of this year’s World Mission Sunday is a quote from the Acts of the
Apostles, which is the ‘Book of Mission’. Pope Francis has chosen the text, ‘We
cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard’ (Acts 4:20).

Mission is sharing the faith that gives us life. Faith not in the sense of a list of
beliefs and practices, but rather a relationship with Christ that gives life, life in
abundance.
In his introduction to his encyclical ‘God is Love’ Pope Benedict XVI states that
‘Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the
encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a
decisive direction’.
We see this movement or experience, clearly in our Gospel story today. Jesus and
the disciples are on route to Jerusalem and enter the town of Jericho. Here, they
are confronted by a blind man: Bartimaeus. Bartimaeus cannot see, and often in
Scripture, especially in John’s Gospel, blindness is not just an inability to see, but an
inability to see the truth; that Jesus is Lord.
Bartimaeus has heard that Jesus, the mighty prophet and miracle worker, is in
town. He knows in his heart that Jesus can heal him. But will Jesus want too? Will
Jesus care? Will Jesus even notice him? So, he cries out to get attention and
although the crowd want him to be quiet, he cries even louder: ‘Have mercy on
me!’
It is interesting that Bartimaeus does not cry out for healing, he just wants Jesus to
be merciful to him. He knows that his life will be better if only Jesus notices him,
which of course Jesus does. The prophet Jeremiah tells us in the first reading that
God will lead his people back to wholeness, and this is what Jesus does for
Bartimaeus.
Bartimaeus’ blindness made him totally dependent on others for many of his
needs. He is now free to try and live the life he wishes. Because he has been healed
by Jesus, his life now has a new horizon and a decisive direction.
When he is healed, he follows the Lord. Because of his encounter with Jesus, and
the healing mercy he has received, Bartimaeus follows the Lord on the road to
Jerusalem to take part in the proclamation of God’s reign of mercy and compassion.
Being a disciple of Jesus is always to be a missionary since ‘We cannot but speak
about what we have seen and heard’. Bartimaeus wants to share the faith; the
encounter with Christ that gave him life.
Pope Francis’ message for World Mission Sunday this year reminds us that ‘The
pandemic has brought to the fore and amplified the pain, the solitude, the
poverty and the injustices experienced by so many people. It has unmasked
our false sense of security and revealed the brokenness and polarization
quietly growing in our midst. Those who are most frail and vulnerable have
come to feel even more so. We have experienced discouragement,
disillusionment and fatigue; nor have we been immune from a growing
negativity that stifles hope. For our part, however, “we do not proclaim
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’
sake” (2 Cor 4:5)’.

The human family, like Bartimaeus, needs a healing encounter with Christ. As the
Holy Father reminds us ‘there is urgent need for the mission of compassion...
for building “a community of belonging and solidarity worthy of our time,
our energy and our resources”’.
As disciples of Christ, we are called to live this and to share with our sisters and
brothers – locally, nationally, and internationally - the compassion that Christ
showed to Bartimaeus, the compassion that our broken world needs.
We, who are disciples are also missionaries and ‘we cannot but speak about
what we have seen and heard’.

