26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

THE GOSPEL. Mark 10:17-30

Jesus looking at him, loved him, and said to him,
“… Go sell what you have and give to the poor
then come, follow me.”
Lord, please look upon us and love us.
And grant to us the grace to
give freely to the needy
everything you
have poured
upon
us.
In our giving, Lord
let us receive
a hundred
fold: you,
Lord of All
THE FIRST READING. Wisdom 7:7-11

I prayed, and prudence was given me;
I pleaded, and the spirit of wisdom came to me.
Everything we treasure and hold dear
we will gladly hand over to you for
just one ounce, one tiny inch,
one nanosecond’s worth
of your precious
wisdom.

Has
there ever
been a time when
we needed it
more?
Please bless our doing
and our being
in the
spirit of
your Wisdom.
So that
all things work together
for those who
love you.
THE SECOND READING. Hebrews 4:12-13

Indeed the word of God is able to discern reflections
and thoughts of the heart.
Who is this Word that cuts through our clutter,
knows when we sit and when we stand,
reads our moods and motives,
bares the secrets of
our hearts?
Lord,
at times
it does
seem that
you know us better
than we know ourselves.
Therefore, we ask,
mend all that needs mending,
and fill our hearts with your love and light. (Anne Osdieck)

REFLECTION:
Besides being a very interesting story, this Sunday’s Gospel gives rich spiritual advice
for us. To put it simply, God is worth more than anything else in our lives.

Our story is about a rich young man. Whoever he was, in the Gospel “he had many
possessions.” Yet he does seem to have had a good heart, some humility, and a positive
opinion about Jesus.
Without warning he literally runs up to Jesus, kneels down before him, and asks the
question, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
This young man must have impressed Jesus. Yet he gives the man a seemingly
incongruous reply. “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone.”
We are not told of a response from the man, but we see Jesus going on to take him
through the essentials.
Look, he says, you know about the commandments, don’t you, and he names six of
them. He expects that the man will say yes, at which point he can lead him further in the
love of God.
The man gives a wonderful answer: “teacher, all of these I have observed from my
youth.” We know that Jesus’ heart was warmed by this answer because of the next line
of the Gospel:
Jesus, looking at him, loved him.
Keep in mind that Mark’s is the most terse of the four Gospels, so this startling sentence
reveals much about the scene. Jesus is not just announcing truths to someone or other,
he is carefully building faith in someone he loves.
So he tells the rich young man, with care, what the next step is.
You are lacking in one thing.
Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.
But, like you and me, the rich young man is not ready to go so far. “At that statement
his face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions.”
John Foley, SJ

