THE GOSPEL. Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

For whoever is not against us is for us.
Who is for us?
Those who
give welcome to the refugee?
Who shelter the homeless,
who care for the earth,
who feed the hungry,
teach the ignorant,
stand for justice,
who give a
drop
of
water
in his name.
Jesus,
all we want
is to be on your side.
To care for your children, to serve your poor,
to welcome the immigrant,
to free the prisoner.
Lord, we ask you,
give us only
your grace.

THE FIRST READING Numbers 11:25-29

They had not gone out to the tent,
yet the spirit came to rest on them also
and they prophesied in the camp.
Seventy
Elders, all together,
welcomed the Spirit in the tent.
But to Joshua’s dismay two of the
elders began to prophesy to those in the camp
Holy Spirit,
you don’t keep our rules.
We can’t hem you in or harness you, or say
“You can’t go there” or “You wouldn’t dare do that.”
You go, like the wind, where you will, and we
sense the breeze you send; but we
do not feel whence it comes
or where it goes.
So
we ask you
for this, at least:
let us welcome your
sweet breathing
into us.

THE SECOND READING James 5:1-6

Behold, the wages you withheld from the workers
who harvested your fields are crying aloud.
Wages denied to workers
cry out to the Lord.
Instead,
let us
cry out
for
the helpless
who are required to labor,
in the sweatshops of 3rd World Countries.
Instead,
let us
cry out

and care for
human dignity,
humane work,
and
persons of
God.
Let us become
God’s love. (Annie Osdieck)

REFLECTION:

(St. Bueno’s Outreach Team)

The Lord gave his Spirit to them all!

O God, who manifest your almighty power
above all by pardoning and showing mercy,
bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly upon us
and make those hastening to attain your promises
heirs to the treasures of heaven.
Today’s readings sound a note of warning against the smallheartedness that seeks to limit God’s love, or reject the action of
God’s Spirit in the world. They proclaim the indwelling of the Spirit
in the lives of all.
Moses rejoices that two elders absent from the Tent for the official
‘enrolment’ could still receive the Spirit, and he reprimands those
who oppose this. Like Jesus in today’s Gospel, Moses upholds God’s
freedom to communicate freely where he wills. (First Reading)
In this collection of sayings about Christian discipleship (Gospel),
Jesus challenges his followers to pay attention to their attitude and
inner motivation. The true disciple will be the one who knows how
to rejoice in good, whatever its source. Jesus also gives powerful
warnings to ‘anyone who is an obstacle ... to the little ones who have
faith’.

The Psalm meditates on the qualities of God’s law, which reflect the
characteristics of God himself. This is a ‘model prayer’ that helps
safeguard the one who prays from both conscious and unconscious
sin.
The Second Reading emphasises that those who are attached to
riches at the expense of the poor are utterly un-Godly. They will be
held accountable for their selfish actions in the next life.
This week, I may bring to prayer our local and national leaders, that
they may allow service and humility to inform their inner attitude and
motivation. I ask too that I may grow in awareness of my own Godgiven potential to influence life around me, in little ways and maybe
even greater ones, as God wills.

