23rd SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

THE GOSPEL. Mark 7:31-37

He said to him, “Ephphatha!”—that is, “Be opened!” —
And immediately the man’s ears were opened,
his speech impediment was removed, and he spoke plainly.
Jesus,
open our ears
so that we can hear you
in the
pleading of the poor,
the cry of the environment,
the war-torn,
the immigrant,
the hungry.
Open our ears
so we can hear you
in the
crash of waves,
the sound of children laughing,
the call of a friend, in music by Puccini.

We want to know you well;
wherever you are—
and
in all things.
Open our deaf ears
and loosen our
tongues.
Let us hear and speak
your love to all
the world.
THE FIRST READING. Isaiah 35:4-7a

Here is your God; he comes to save you.
Jesus,
you transform our thirsty ground
into pools of living water.
You open our eyes
and choke
back our
fears.
You make melody to burst from our mouths!
streams to flow from our wasteland,
and rivers from barren plains.
We long to drink of real water.
THE SECOND READING. James 2:1-5

Did not God choose those who are poor in the world
to be rich in faith?
Sometimes shabby is happy.
And fine clothes and
fine roof bring
woe!
Jesus,
we beg you,
take us into your poverty.
Make us rich
in love.

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL:
He Began to Teach Them
Jesus cures a deaf mute in this Sunday’s reading and arouses astonishment in the crowd.
(Gospel)
Christians tend to think that the healing of people was the main goal in Jesus’ life. And
that was the trouble. He was in danger of becoming famous as a mere wonder-worker.
But would fame really reveal God’s love for the world and its peoples? Jesus thought
not. In Mark Jesus stopped the miracles and began a new phase of his mission.
He turned his face toward Jerusalem. And the cross. In next Sunday’s Reading we will
have the first prediction of his passion, death and resurrection.
We ask: How could death go together with healing?
As Jesus faces the future, he moves toward the events that will show God’s solidarity
with us in our anguish, our rejections, and in that famous event which each and every
one of us will face sooner or later: death. Beyond cures, which are wonderful yet partial,
God gives us companionship within each instant of our life.
This Sunday at Mass, let us ask ourselves whether the intimate presence of God is part
of what we desire in our own lives. Do we know that Christ is deeply involved with us?
Do we let his love flow into us and through us to others, or must it just fight its way
through?
Let’s pray to hear, as the deaf man finally could.
Adapted from John Foley, SJ

What does Pope Francis say is the secret of the miracle recounted in today’s Gospel?
How can we imitate it? How do we become an active participant in this kind of miracle?
Do we have to be “open” to help others become “open”?

Jesus revealed to us the secret of a miracle that we too can imitate, becoming
protagonists of “Ephphatha,” of that phrase ‘be opened’ with which he gave speech and
hearing back to the deaf and dumb man. It means opening ourselves to the needs of our
brothers and sisters who are suffering and in need of help, by shunning selfishness and
hardheartedness.
It is precisely the heart, that is, the deep core of the person, that Jesus came to “open,”
to free, in order to make us capable of fully living the relationship with God and with
others. He became man so that man, rendered internally deaf and mute by sin, may hear
the voice of God, the voice of Love that speaks to his heart, and thereby in turn, may
learn to speak the language of love, transforming it into gestures of generosity and selfgiving.
Pope Francis, Angelus, “Be opened” Sept 9, 2018

