BITS AND PIECES FROM POPE FRANCIS JULY 30,2021
“Let us try to read a page of the Gospel every day, to pray with the psalms, to
read the prophets! We will be comforted by the Lord's faithfulness. The
Scriptures will also help us to understand what the Lord is asking of our lives
today… I was called to become the Bishop of Rome when I had reached, so to
speak, retirement age and thought I would not be doing anything new. The Lord
is always – always – close to us. He is close to us with new possibilities, new
ideas, new consolations, but always close to us. You know that the Lord is
eternal; he never, ever goes into retirement.”
Pope Francis (On 1st World Day for Grandparents & the Elderly)

Talking about prayer, Francis quotes the words of his predecessor, Pope
Benedict who once said, “the prayer of the elderly can protect the world
more effectively than the frenetic activity of many others.” And he says:
“Especially in these difficult times for our human family, as we continue to
sail in the same boat across the stormy sea of the pandemic, your
intercession for the world and for the Church has great value: it inspires in
everyone the serene trust that we will soon come to shore.”

Let's save the planet. (Don HOrnsey SSC)
In November, Pope Francis hopes to attend the United Nations Climate
Change conference to be held in Glasgow, health permitting. When he
speaks there, the readings for today and tomorrow from Leviticus could

be a great starting point. The readings speak of the necessity to care for
the earth. ''Every seventh year, there shall be a sabbath of complete rest
for the land.''(25:4) On Earth Day, April 22nd, Francis quoted a Spanish
proverb that says that God always forgives, people sometimes forgive,
but nature never forgives. We are certainly seeing that now all around the
world: Unheard of floods in Europe, immense bush fires from the United
States to Siberia, Pacific islands threatened by rising sea levels and more
frequent and stronger cyclones. Is the Covid pandemic a result of the
contamination of earth, rivers, sea and even space where there are 9,000
tons of junk in orbit? Scientists are saying once again that Glasgow is the
last chance to save the world. Francis wrote '' I urgently appeal, then, for
a new dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our planet.''
(Laudato Si, 14). Let us pray that the voice of Francis will be added to the
voices of many others in Glasgow, so that all world leaders may at last
hear and take the necessary actions to save our only home.

If I can help at least one person to have a better life, that already
justifies the offering of my life. It is a wonderful thing to be God’s
faithful people. We achieve fulfilment when we break down walls and
our hearts are filled with faces and names!” The great goals of our
dreams and plans may only be achieved in part. Yet beyond this, those
who love, “may be sure that none of our acts of love will be lost, nor
any of our acts of sincere concern for others. No single act of love
for God will be lost, no generous effort is meaningless, no painful
endurance is wasted. All of these encircle our world like a vital
force”. LS. 195

