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1. Student Exchanges

In September 2025, Bangor Academy students visited schools in Bobbio and Brescia in Italy
to explore their common Columbanus heritage. In October 2025, 40 Italian students from
Bobbio and Brescia arrived in Bangor and participated in a weeklong programme of
activities and events. Congratulations to Emma Coulter, Bangor Academy teacher and

Manuela Bertoncini, Peregrinus Project*, for organising two very successful school
exchanges between Bangor, Bobbio and Brescia.

Clir Gillian McCollum, the Mayor of Ards and North Down Council, welcomes Italian students and
their teachers to Bangor Castle.

*The Peregrinus Project aims to introduce people from Europe through culture, heritage
arts, music and sport using the common theme of Columbanus.



2. Columban Way Peace Walk

On Saturday 20 September 2025, a Columban Way Peace Walk was organised for members
from Helen’s Bay to Bangor along the North Down Coastal Path. The four-mile walk
finished at Bangor Abbey Parish Centre where walkers enjoyed a refreshing cup of tea and

home-made buns and cakes. This was followed by a presentation to update members
about developments of the Columban Way across Europe.

Walkers gathering at Helen’s Bay before the walk

Walkers starting out from Helen’s Bay along the North Down Coastal Path



3. Columbanus Festival 2025
In partnership with Carlow County Council, FOCB was awarded a grant from the Shared
Island Initiative to help run the Columbanus Festival which was held in Bangor, 21 -23
November. Place, Words, and Music was the theme of the festival which attracted nearly
700 people to participate in the events. The weekend programme included a Mayoral
Reception to welcome visitors who had travelled from Carlow, Dublin, Navan and Cork to
attend the festival.

Mayor Gillian McCollum welcomes Tomas Hodgins, Turus Columbanus; Deborah Girvan,
Chair of FoCB; Ken Murnane, Mayor of Carlow; Michael Brennan, Director of Services
Carlow County Council; and Professor Pddraig O Machdin, University College Cork

The programme included calligraphy workshops by Jacqui Brachie; storytelling in local
Primary Schools by Marianne McShane; a lecture by Professor Padraig O Machain from
University College Cork about the ‘Making of Irish Manuscripts’; a Columban Way guided
tour; a visit to Nendrum Monastic site on Mahee Island, Strangford Lough; and a
wonderful concert in Bangor Abbey performed by the Bangor's Ghost Collective, a group of
talented local musicians, poets and storytellers.
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Marcus McAuley and Rachel McCarhy performing at the sell-out Bangor’s Ghost concert in Bangor
Abbey



The programme culminated in an Ecumenical church service which was held in St Columbanus
Church of Ireland, Bangor, to commemorate the life and legacy of Columbanus. Representatives
from the Catholic, Church of Ireland, Presbyterian, and Methodist churches took part in the
programme by delivering readings and prayers dedicated to Columbanus and the local
community.

Rev Johnny Watson, St Columbanus Col; Canon Ronnie Nesbitt, Bangor Abbey Col; Rev Mairisine
Stanfield, Bangor City Presbyterian Church; Bishop Denis Nulty of Kildare and Leighlin;, Canon
Simon Doogan, St Columbanus Col; Fr. Thomas O'Byrne, Administrator of Carlow Cathedral; and
Deacon James McAllister, St Comgall's Catholic Church, Bangor who participated in the United
Church Service at St Columbanus Church of Ireland, Ballyholme, Bangor.

Deborah Girvan, Chair of FOCB, presents Mayor Ken Murnane with a woodcutting by David
Lennon of Tanaidhe, Abbot of Bangor, who was slain by Vikings in 985AD.



