WORLD MISSION DAY 2020

This Sunday, October 18, Catholic churches all around the world celebrate World
Mission Day, (WMD). This year, the Holy Father based his message for WMD on a theme
taken from the book of Isaiah: ‘Here I am, send me”. In our present reality of the Covid-19
pandemic, he says, people experience fear, disorientation and fragility, but he also sees it as
an opportunity for mission, for sharing, for service, and intercessory prayer.
Our personal vocation comes from the fact that we are sons and daughters of God in
the family of the Church, called to continue the mission of Jesus in our time and place,
through our witness of faith and the proclamation of the Gospel, so that through us God may
continue to manifest his love for others. Our personal relationship of love with Jesus allows
us to listen to the call of mission in our daily lives, in our own particular circumstances. We
are challenged by the poverty of those who die alone, the abandoned, those who have lost
their jobs and income, the homeless and those who lack food. In prayer we listen to God’s
question: “Whom shall I send?” Hopefully, we can all generously respond: Here I am, send
me!”. (Is 6:8).
Generally, however, on Mission Sunday the focus is on those missionaries who go in
our name to the young churches in Africa, Asia, Latin America where the needs are greater
and where they work at the building up of the local communities. I would like to share here a
few snippets from some of the mission activities of the Columban Sisters in two of the
countries where we are.
Pakistan: Way back in the early 1990’s the Columban Sisters went to mission in Pakistan,
an Islamic State where only 2% of the population are Christian. They chose to live among
Muslims in Hyderabad. Sr Rebecca says: “People told us we were crazy because it was so
dangerous, but the point is, that if dialogue is a way of life and a way of being, there is no
point in being inside a church compound! Our neighbours respect us and we respect them,
and at Christmas and the end of Ramadan and other festivals, we exchange gifts”.

The sisters visiting a village community
Over the years the Sisters have been involved in different projects, from prison
visitation to Education. There are income generation schemes for women and girls, (begun
after disastrous floods in 2010), and for local widows to help them supplement their income
They provide after-school tuition for disadvantaged children from the minority Christian
community in an inner-city area from Kindergarten up to the equivalent of Leaving
Certificate. They also work with the Diocesan Family Life Commission on areas to do with
drugs, broken families, youth etc.

Sister Yoon Mi with students
Last Christmas 2019 the children in the tuition centre presented the Christmas story
by drama with a green Santa on hand to highlight the need for care of the earth. He was
commissioned to give out trees for planting to all present.

Myanmar (Formerly Burma)

In Mytikyina in the northern Katchin State of Myanmar, the Sisters are involved in a
variety of ministries. They collaborate with local teachers and social workers and reach out to
marginalized communities. There are also a programmes for children with special needs.

Sr. Enda runs an Alternative Centre for for Youth

Adult Formation Seminar - These can run from 1-5 days and are well attended.

Participants in a micro-money-saving workshop
In Mandalay Sr. Cristita has an Ecology awareness program. She has set up a Centre
where a hands-on experience is available for young people. Buddhist monks and people from
multi faith backgrounds participate. In a small organic garden, they learn ways of doing
sustainable gardening.

Here Sr. Kathleen’s Women's Interfaith group gather for tree planting. About
200 participated from different interfaith traditions. They began with breakfast in the
Catholic Church compound and planted a tree. They walked then to a Buddhist pagoda, a
Hindu Temple and Mosque. In each place there was some sharing and a tree was planted. We
ended up, she says, in a nearby tea house where the sharing continued. It was a very good
time of building relationships and committing ourselves to work together on caring for the
earth our common home.

This woman carries her shop with her as day by day she walks the streets of Mandalay
selling vegetables.

A young girl minds her baby brother while at school.

Scholarship students….

Sr. Teresa at The Dawn of Hope Therapy Centre
Sr. Maria writes from Mandalay
2019 was my first year on a mission in Myanmar. I started working at a Buddhist monastery
in the slums of the Irrawaddy River in Mandalay. It is one of the poorest areas in Mandalay,
where most children's parents are addicted to drugs and gambling. For this reason, children
have to work and make money from a very young age instead of their parents. For this
reason, their educational level is very low. I started the class with a local teacher in the
monastery as a way of meeting the children. A lot of the poor children came to the class and
we are able to provide basic education, simple food and medical services.

Some young monks at the monastery.

Sr. Maria with some of the students

