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A Council of the Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference
Columba Centre, Maynooth, Co. Kildare, W23 P6D3.
Tel: 01-5053000  Email:mrjp@iecon.ie

5th March 2026
Dear Bishop,

As the Body of Christ, we are commanded to uphold the dignity of every human person and to walk with all who have left their home in search of a new life.  We in Ireland are very aware of the causes and impacts of emigration and the need for so many of our people to leave home and find solace in other lands. 

As we approach St Patrick’s Day, we remember and pray for all Irish people overseas – those who have recently emigrated and those who left our shores many years ago. There are few families in the country who do not have a loved one living overseas or that have not experienced emigration at some point. Many continue to struggle abroad with the loneliness of missing family and friends at home. And there are those people and families who have travelled to this country to begin new lives in Ireland, whether to escape war or persecution or in search of a better life. The vast majority of them are making vital contributions to the economy of this island across a range of sectors. We pray that they receive the same welcome that we would wish for our own emigrants far from home.

The Council for Migrants, Refugees and Justice and Peace thanks dioceses for their generous contributions to the Migrants Collection in 2025. This was the first year of the new format for funding and it has got off to a very good start. Once again, the Council is inviting each diocese to consider taking up a collection in 2026 in support of migrant people, whether they are coming to Ireland or indeed those Irish who have left these shores and are still very much part of our church and communities around the world. Funds raised through this collection will be used to support the work of the Council and other projects that provide pastoral outreach to marginalised and vulnerable communities within Ireland and among Irish people abroad. 

You will find attached a brochure giving some of the examples of how this funding was utilised and a poster promoting this year’s collection. The Council will also be sharing relevant content on the Bishops’ Conference website and via social media in the run-up to St Patrick’s Day, around which time many dioceses choose to hold this collection, although the resource can be used at any time.

Finally, let us remind ourselves of the words of Pope Leo XIV, who in his Message for World Day for Migrants and Refugees 2025 told us that the presence of migrants amongst us ‘should be recognized and appreciated as a true divine blessing, an opportunity to open oneself to the grace of God, who gives new energy and hope to his Church: “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it” (Heb 13:2).


Yours sincerely,
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___________________________
Bishop Alan McGuckian SJ
     Bishop of Down & Connor
Chair of the Council for Migrants, Refugees and Justice and Peace
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