
17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 
 

THE GOSPEL. John 6:1-15 

Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his 
disciples. The Jewish feast of Passover was near. 

The large crowd was coming to him. 
They were hungry for his words 

and to get some food. 
                                                                                         

There was a boy with 
five loaves and  

two fish. 

The mysterious and 
plentiful power 

 of God, 

who uses what we have. 

They ate 
more than their fill, 

and so much was left over. 

Lord, 

Please take the gifts of our lives, 
bless them, grow them, 

make them  
holy. 

Let us use them 
 to care for this needy world. 



THE FIRST READING 2 Kings 4:42-44 

They shall eat and there shall be some left over. 

Elisha 
 fed a crowd 

with a few loaves. 
And some was left over. 

What other gifts do you give, Lord?  

There’s breathing in  
and breathing 

 out. 

And the moon at night  
and the sun in 

 the day. 

Don’t forget gravity, 
roses, and … 

bugs! 

Could  
there ever be 

 a better gift than friendship? 

Ultimate Friend, you fill our lives with miracles. 
Please open our miraculous eyes 

to help us to see your gifts 
and yourself. 

 
THE SECOND READING.  Ephesians 4:1-6 

One body, one Spirit. 

On 
 the mountain,  

with loaves and fishes, 

you made 
all the people  

who came to you 
 one 

 in the sharing of  
the food. 



Now, through our bread and wine,  
which are your body and blood, 

come into us, please. 
Make us one in 
in the sharing 

 of your 
                            life.   (Annie Osdieck) 

 
 
 

Reflection 
Beyond What We Want 

Good leaders know that what people need and what they want are not always 
the same thing. Their task is to choose whether to cater to people’s wants or 
help them see what they really need. 

Sometimes, though, wants and needs are the same thing—for example, 
when you’re hungry, as the people are in today’s first reading and Gospel. But 
as soon as needs are satisfied, wants take over again, and people may go 
astray. 

Jesus has attracted the crowd because of the signs he was working. He will 
now work a sign which has a meaning beyond what the people want. In John’s 
Gospel, the multiplication of the loaves stands at the head of the chapter on 
the Bread of Life, which will feed the people with what they need in a far 
richer way than the bread they want. Lest we miss the point, John gives a 
stage setting: “The Jewish feast of Passover was near.” 

When the people receive the food and comprehend the miracle, they get 
the point, to a point. They interpret this as a prophetic action, an 
intervention of the divine. But then their worldly wants take over, and they 
want Jesus to be not a prophet but an earthly king who will satisfy their 
earthly wants. 

As this chapter of the Gospel unfolds, Jesus will interpret what the 
multiplication of loaves really means, and some of those who have followed 
him this far will find he is taking them beyond what they want. 

The bread is one thing, but the Bread is another.  Jerome Kodell OSB 

 


