11™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A*

WE ARE HIS PEOPLE, THE SHEEF OF HIS FLOCK

This week’s liturgy reminds us of who we are, whose we are, what
has been done for us, and then, how we might feel drawn to respond.

For the people of Israel, relations with neighbouring tribes always offered tempting religious
alternatives. The Exodus story (First Reading: Exodus:19, 2-6) was a constant reminder of
their covenant with God, in which the whole nation was called to be made holy.

St Paul writes to the Christians in Rome, teaching that their concerns should not, ultimately,
be about what they are doing for God, but about what God has done, and is doing, for them.
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That is also a sentiment echoed in this week’s (Psalm 99(100)) we, the sheep, are
beneficiaries of a Good Shepherd who made us, who loves us, who is faithful to us, and to
whom we belong.

St Matthew (Gospel Mt 9:36-10:8) portrays Jesus as the compassionate shepherd of his
suffering people. Jesus is concerned not only with their spiritual and practical needs, but
also about ensuring there are enough ‘labourers’ on the ground to reach every ‘lost sheep’.

As | pray this week, | might ponder: are there tempting alternatives getting in the way of my
own covenantal relationship with the Lord? What has God done for me .... is God doing for
me ... will God do for me? How is my relationship with the Good Shepherd, to whom |
belong? In what ways am | able to labour alongside Christ in today’s world?

(* Taken from Prego - outreach of St. Bueno’s Spirituality Centre to the Diocese of Wrexham)
Opening Pr'ayer': O God, strength of those who hope in you, graciously hear our pleas, and,since

without you mortal frailty can do nothing, grant us always the help of your grace,
that in following your commandswe may please you by our resolve and our deeds.






