
Seeing Your Life  
Through the Lens of the Gospels 

 

John 4:5-42   
 

1.   Jesus leads the woman along a wonderful journey towards a deeper, fuller human life. You can enter 

 the story from the perspective of the woman. Recognise her resistance to growth, her complacency, 

 her evasions, and her eventual acceptance, partial though it was, of Jesus. When have you, or  others, 

 made a similar journey in your relationship with God? With others? With your own self? 
 

2.   The woman is attracted by what Jesus is saying, but from very human motives: the thought of having 

 water in such a way that she did not have to come and draw it from the well. We too are attracted to 

 Jesus by very mixed motives, some of them matters of personal interest – belonging, community, 

 security. What have been the human motives that have attracted you to faith, prayer, religion, church 

 and which have been stepping stones to  a deeper personal relationship with Jesus? Perhaps we can 

 also see the same movement in the growth of some of our human relationships. 
 

3.   You can also enter the story with Jesus, the ideal leader, parent, teacher, or spiritual guide. Notice how 

 he meets the woman where she is, needing her assistance; how he is patient with her, but also 

 challenges her to  grow to what she is capable of. 
 

 John Byrne OSA 
email: jpbyrneosa@gmail.com 

 Parish of Bangor, Member of Ards Pastoral Community 
Third Sunday of Lent    -   19 March 2017 

Sunday Mass Times this week: 
Bangor:             Vigil 6.30 pm,   
   10.30 am, 12.30 pm. 
Donaghadee:        Sun 9.30 am. 
Ballyholme:  11 am. 
 

Holywood:  Vigil 6.30 pm;  
              10 am and 12 noon. 
 

Newtownards:   Vigil 6.30 pm; 11.30 am. 
 

Comber:   10.00 am. 
 

Weekday Mass Times for Lent: 
Bangor:    Mon - Fri  7.15 am. 
   Mon - Thurs 9.30 am  
   Friday as announced. 
 

Ballyholme:    Friday 9am. 
 

Confessions:     Sat 5.30 pm.  
 

Children’s Liturgy:  Sunday at 10.30am Mass for  
children from P1-P7. 
 

Baptisms:  1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month at 2pm.  
Contact the Parish Office to  register.   
 

Exposition and Holy Hour: 1st Sunday of the month 
at 3pm in St Comgall’s Donaghadee, organised by the 
Prayer Group. 

Musings:   

‘A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said 

to her, “Give me a drink” …’ 
 

Who are your friends? What makes you say that they are 

your friends? You tell them things about yourself that you 

would not tell a stranger. You know that they will not tell 

others the secrets you share with them, that they will not 

hold against you what you tell them or hold it over your 

head as a threat. At the deepest level, you trust that they 

will remain your friends even when they know some of the 

less savoury aspects of your past life and character. You 

also trust that they will stick with you through thick and 

thin, through good times and tough times. And at least 

some of these characteristics will also be true of the       

relationship God wants with you. What is the most         

important characteristic I look for in a friend? Can I also 

find this characteristic in my friendship with God? 

Sacred Space 2017 
Messenger Publications 



The second collection this Sunday is 
the Diocesan collection for Needy  

Parishes. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
St Comgall’s Church, Bangor 
Monday 10.30am-9.30pm. 

Our Blessed Mother protect and guide 
our Adoration of your Son Jesus 

Christ. 
 

Trocaire and Traidcraft  
will be holding a sale this weekend  

18/19th March after all Masses. Tea 
and coffee will be served after Sunday 

Masses. 
 

Parish Confirmation 
Bishop  Noel Treanor will confer the 
Sacrament of Confirmation on the 

children from the parish this Monday  
20 March at 5pm. 

 

Cake Sale Ballyholme - Trocaire 
You are warmly invited to attend a 

Cake Sale in aid of Trocaire's 
Lenten Campaign on Sun 2nd April  

immediately after 11am Mass. 
 

Easter Duty: …..”each of the faithful 
is obliged to receive Holy Communion 
at least once a year. This precept must 
be fulfilled during Paschal time (Ash 
Wed to Trinity Sunday) unless for a 
good reason it is fulfilled at another 
time during the year”. Canon 920.  
 

Parish Envelopes 2017 
The new weekly envelopes for all the 
parish are available for collection this 
weekend in the Parish Centre and in 
Ballyholme and Donaghadee.   If you 
do not have envelopes and would like a 
box, please contact the parish office by 
email at bangor@downandconnor.org 
or by phone 9146 5522. 
 

Looking for a Confirmation Gift? 
The Bishop has suggested that the 
recently produced book Land of Saints 
and Scholars, with an appendix by 
Monsignor Macaulay telling the story of 
the Catholic Church in Ireland, would 
be very good present.  
 Research this week has shown 
that many children learn better from 
comic presentation than from dense 
text.  This book should appeal to them 
and be an investment in their future as 
young Catholics. Copies are available 
priced £12 in the Repository, the 
Sacristy and the Parish Office. 
 

Corrie Remembers 
The true story of Corrie Ten Boom. This 
powerful one woman performance 
brings to life the late Corrie ten Boom, 
legendary Dutch Holocaust rescuer, 
who together with her family, was 
responsible for saving hundreds pf 
persecuted Jews in Holland during 
World War II. Queens Parade 
Methodist Church, Mon 20 March at 
8pm.  Suggested donation at door £5. 

 
'Faith in the public square' 

Inaugural Conference of The Iona 
Institute Northern Ireland 

Sat 25 March, 9.30 am - 1.30 pm in  
St Brides Parish hall, Derryvolgie Ave, 
Belfast.  Adm Free. Keynote Speakers : 
Archbishop Eamon Martin, Baroness 

Nuala O'Loan.  To register: Please email 
info@ionainstitute.ie   

 
Edmund Rice Schools Trust  
Annual Foundation Lecture 

“Challenges and Opportunities for 
Catholic Tertiary Education in Today’s 
Society” St Mary’s University College, 
Belfast, Wednesday 29 March at 
7.30pm. Speaker Professor Peter Finn, 
President of the College.  
 

Catholic Grandparents 
Association 

1st Annual Retreat/Conference, 26-27 
April. Theme - Helping our Children 
and Grandchildren to know, love and 
serve God in these highly secularised 
times.  Dominican Retreat Centre, 
Tallaght Village,  Dublin 24.  Day only / 
overnight attendance options available. 
Inspiring talks, lively discussion - 
Speakers including Fr Benny McHale. 

Contact  Connie at 098 24877 
or catholicgrandparents@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Drumalis invites applications for the 
next intake of the Diploma in Pastoral 
Theology, validated by St Patrick’s 
Pontifical College, Maynooth.  This 
intensive, 2 year course is delivered 
over 12 days per year. As well as 
academic input, the course requires 
students to carry out pastoral work 
within their parishes.  In addition to 
students from the dioceses of Derry and 
Dromore, fourteen students from all 
parts of Down and Connor have 
participated.  Course fees are 
subsidised by the Friends of Drumalis.  
Further information is available on the 
Drumalis website or by emailing 
maura@drumalis.co.uk  
 

Cruse Bereavement Care is giving 
you the opportunity to spend the day 
with World-Renowned speaker Lois 
Tonkin at a Masterclass. Lois Tonkin 
will deliver an exciting and interactive 
session to all those wanting to enhance 
their skills and practice supporting 
bereaved people. Park Avenue Hotel 
Belfast on 25 May , price £120. To book 
a place go to www.cruse.org.uk/
training /masterclass. Any queries to 
Elain at Cruse Regional on 9079 2419. 
 

Marian Prayer Group  meet every 
Thurs evening for 1hr at 6.30pm in St 
Comgall’s Church, Brunswick Rd. 
Rosary for the Unborn, Reflection, 
Music, Petitions and Divine Mercy 
Chaplet.  All ages welcome.  
 

Support for the Bereaved 
If you need to talk to someone about 
your bereavement, a member of the 
Bethany Bereavement Support Group 
can be contacted on the Confidential 
mobile number: 075 1085 2157.  
 

First Communion/Confirmation 
gifts are now available in our new 
convent shop. We also carry a range of 
rosaries, prayer cards, and Catholic 
books. Adoration Convent, 63 Falls 
Road, Belfast. Open Monday to Friday 
9am to 5pm (except 1-2pm).  

 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes  
Full board in 3* hotel: 7 nights (10-17 
July) £675 or 5 nights (11-16 July) for  
£590. Full board for sick or infirm 
pilgrims with medical and nursing care 
in Accueil Notre-Dame: 5 nights (11-16 
July) for £550. Youth Team (8-17 July) 
£500. All flights from Belfast Int’l. 
Application forms available from the 
Parish office or for further info contact 
the Pilgrimage Office on 9064 6040. 

 

Fr Gunn/Parish Office  Tel: 9146 5522, 27 Brunswick Road, Bangor.   
Website: www.bangorparish.com   

Email: bangor@downandconnor.org  Hours Mon-Fri 9.30am-1pm. 

Your prayers are requested for:  
 

Recently Deceased: 
Eamonn O’Reilly, Damien Morrow 

 

Anniversaries  
Baby Edith Hewitt, Roma Ryan,  
Maire Henry, Patrick McIlroy,  

Robin Dawson, Winnifred O’Neill,  
Teresa and Anthony Donaghy,  
Mary and Barney McCaughey,  

Vera and Francie Farley, Alice Barnes, 
Philomena Davis, Maureen McAlister, 

Elizabeth Goan, Francis Barnes,  
Pat Walsh, Bob and Molly Davison, 

James and Mary McCarville,  
Con Murphy, Molly Murphy, 

Joan Owens. 
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