
Seeing Your Life  
Through the Lens of the Gospels 

 

Matthew 11:2-11 

 

1. In response to the question of John, Jesus let his actions speak for him. Some people show by the way 

they live what it means to be a follower of Jesus. Who has given you such an example? Perhaps there 

have been times when you have done the same for others. 

 

2. John made a journey of faith from an incomplete knowledge of Jesus to a deeper understanding of 

who he was. Recall similar steps in your journey of faith. 

 

3. Faith is not primarily about answering abstract theological questions but about living the gospel. What 

in your life has helped you to get that sense of perspective? 

 

4. John marked the end of an era, Jesus the beginning of a new one. In our lives, how do we honour the 

past and yet be free to move on into a new era? 
 

John Byrne OSA 
email: john@orlagh.ie 

 Parish of Bangor  
Third Sunday of Advent      -     11 December 2016 

Sunday Mass Times 
Bangor:             Vigil 6.30 pm,   
   10.30 am, 12.30 pm. 
Donaghadee:        Sun 9.30 am. 
Ballyholme:  11 am. 
 

Holywood:  Vigil 6.30 pm;  
              10 am and 12 noon. 
 

Newtownards:   Vigil 6.30 pm; 11.30 am. 
 

Comber:   10.00 am. 
 
 

Weekday Mass Times this Week: 
Bangor:    Mon - Thurs 9.30am. 
   Friday: As announced. 
Ballyholme:    Thurs 9pm. 
 
 

Confessions:     Sat 5.30pm.  
 

Children’s Liturgy:  Sunday at 10.30am Mass for  
children from P1-P7. 
 

Baptisms:  1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month at 2pm.  
Contact the Parish Office to  register.   
 

Exposition and Holy Hour: 1st Sunday of the month 
at 3pm in St Comgall’s Donaghadee, organised by the 
Prayer Group. 
 
 

 

 

For the past nine months the St Columbanus Church 

of Ireland Parish Community has worshipped in       

St Columbanus College while their church in          

Ballyholme was being beautifully refurbished. 
 

At the re-opening on Monday 5 December the  

congregation presented the College with a bust of     

St Columbanus and either a perpetual cup or prize 

for the pupil or pupils who carry out some project, to 

be determined by the College, in the area of cross 

community activity.   
 

The Bishop of Piacenza-Bobbio sent a    

congratulatory letter and Bishop Noel Treanor was in 

attendance as the Head of Trustees of Catholic 

Schools in Down and Connor.  
 

Congratulations and sincere thanks are offered to the 

parishioners of St Columbanus and to all at  

St Columbanus College. 



The second collection this week  
is  for the parish development fund. 

 

Grateful thanks for £200 received last 
week for the second phase of the 

Church Refurbishment.  
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
St Comgall’s Church, Bangor 
Monday 10.30am-9.30pm. 

 

Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 
SVP week runs from 4-11 December. 
Our special Annual Collection will take 
place today Sun 11 Dec. Gift Aid forms 
and copies of our Annual report for last 
year are available at the back of the 
church.  
 

Trócaire is hoping for the usual 
terrific support from parishioners for 
the Trócaire Gifts and Christmas 
Appeal. The gifts make a huge 
difference to the lives of families and 
communities in some of the world’s 
poorest countries and start from as 
little as £4 for olive trees for farmers in 
Palestine, £5 chicks, £20 school 
lunches in Somalia, £40 Goats, £125  
land for a family home to £200 for 
business support for women Full range 
of gifts are on the  notice board and are 
available to buy from the Parish Office 
or in the Repository at the weekends.  
 

Stormont Rosary Vigil for Life   
Please join us in a beautiful candlelight 
Rosary Vigil for the protection of 
Ireland’s unborn babies at Parliament 
Buildings, Stormont (Main Gates) 
Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast at 
7.30pm this Monday 12 December, the 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadeloupe. For 
more information contact Rosary 
Crusade for Ireland on 028 9027 8484 
or info@preciouslife.com 
 

Penitential Services for Advent  
Sessions of Confession will be held in 
the Vicariate on: 
Sun 18 Dec  -  Ballygalget  6.30pm  
Mon 19 Dec -  Newtownards 7.30pm  
Tues 20 Dec - Bangor 7.30pm.  
Wed 21 Dec   -Portaferry 7.30pm.  
 

Discussion Group 
The next meeting will be held on Wed 
14 Dec at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre. 
Topic: “The Coming of Jesus”. A warm 
welcome is extended to all. 
 

Marian Prayer Group  
Meets every Thursday  evening for 1hr 
at 6.30pm in St Comgall’s Church, 
Brunswick Rd. Rosary for the Unborn, 
Reflection, Music, Petitions and Divine 
Mercy Chaplet. All ages welcome.  

 
Minibus Drivers Urgently 

Required: 
 In order for the Minibus service at the 
10.30am Mass to continue in 2017 we 
urgently require additional drivers.  If 
you would be willing to join the rota and 
assist with this service please leave your 
details with the parish office or email 
bjamison788@c2kni.net. Insurance 
requirements dictate that you need to 
have a clean NI driving licence with 
the  D1 code on it.   

 
Anam Cara, the organisation that 
supports bereaved parents, is holding 
its next monthly Parent Evening on 
Wed 14 December, 7.30pm-9pm  in the 
Armagh City Hotel, Armagh. This event 
is open to all bereaved parents 
regardless of the age your child died, the 
circumstances of their death, or 
whether the death was recent or not. 

 
Carols by Candlelight at  

St Peter's Cathedral 
The annual candlelit service of carols 

and readings takes place at St Peter's on 
Sun 18 Dec at 4.30pm followed by 

festive refreshments afterwards in the 
Cathedral Hall. Everyone is very 

welcome to this beautiful afternoon of 
singing and reflection as we prepare for 

Christmas.  
 

 An Evening of Festive Favourites 
at Drumalis: Fri 16 Dec at 7pm.   On 
arrival, there will be a festive reception,  
entertainment commences at 7:30pm.     
A two-course supper will be served 
during the interval. £25 pp and adm is 
by pre-paid ticket only.  For further info 
contact Drumalis (Mon- Fri 9–5pm) tel 
028 2827 2196/028 2827 6455. 
 

“Welcoming Christmas” at 
Drumalis 

In preparation for Christmas, a service 
of song and reflection for friends and 
families at Drumalis Wed  21 Dec from 
7:30 pm–9pm. Light refreshments will 
be served afterwards.  All welcome, 
voluntary donation. 
 

Youth 2000 Ireland  
Annual Christmas Youth Retreat  

Newbridge College, Co Kildare 16-18 
December, for all young adults between 
ages of 16-35/ID required, This will be 
an exciting weekend attracting over 
600 young people from all over the 
country. What to expect: good fun, 
excellent speakers, inspiring talks and 
workshops, prayer, fantastic live music, 
group activities, youth Masses, 
Adoration, a Healing Service, games, 
lots of time to chill out and met new 
people. Don’t let money be an obstacle; 
just bring a donation and a sleeping 
bag. Free buses also available.  Booking 
is essential. For more info or to book 
see www.youth2000.ie or facebook of 
phone 00 353 (0) 1 6753690. 

  
St Comgall’s Primary School 
Award winning traditional group and 
choir have just released their Christmas 
CD, available at Thomas’ shop £7.50, 
makes the perfect Christmas gift! 
 
Carved olive wood gifts from the 
Holy Land Handicraft Co-operative 
Society and crafts from St Elisabeth 
Convent Belarus are on sale at the 
Christmas Market, City Hall, Belfast. 
 

Confirmation 2017  
Sacramental preparation for children 
not attending the parish schools will be 
held in St Colmcille’s Parish, Holywood 

and will begin in January 2017. 
Parents of children wishing to make 
their Confirmation in 2017 are asked to 
contact Joe McKeown 078 4110 2376 or 
email joemckeown@btconnect.com 
with details of your child.  
 

Dates for your Diary  
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be 
celebrated in this parish on Monday 20 
March 2017 at 5pm.  
 

St Columbanus’ College  
Open Evening 

Tues 10 Jan 2017 at 7pm.  
Principal’s Address 8pm 

 

 

 

Fr Gunn/Parish Office  Tel: 9146 5522, 27 Brunswick Road, Bangor.   
Website: www.bangorparish.com   

Email: bangor@downandconnor.org  Hours Mon-Fri 9.30am-1pm. 

Your prayers are requested for:  
 

Month’s Mind: 
Sean McGreevy 

 

Anniversaries: 

Mary Turley, Michael McGonigal,  

Michael Horan, Mamie Dougherty, 

Vera O’Neill, Patricia McCart,  

Charles and Ena Quinn, Ernest Teer 

Louise McLaughlin, Dessie Skillen, 

Molly Cody, Ruby O’Prey, Terry Fox,  

Molly Crossey, Fr John Teggart,  

Margaret and Hugh Teggart,  

Patsy and Jimmy McPeake,  

Bridie York, Ann Spruce, Lily Simpson. 
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