
 

Seeing Your Life  
Through the Lens of the Gospels 

John 20:19-31 
 

1.   ‘Peace be with you’ was the greeting of Jesus on meeting his frightened apostles. Who has come 

 to you bringing peace at times when you were frightened? For whom have you been an agent of 

 peace? 
 

2.   Thomas, doubting and questioning, is possibly a person with whom we can identify. What part have 

 doubting and questioning played on your faith journey? How has your faith been  strengthened by 

 such moments? 
 

3.   Note the way Jesus dealt with Thomas. He did not give out because he doubted. He took him where 

 he was and led him along to see the truth of his resurrection. Who has been that kind of a teacher 

 for you, gently taking you where you were and leading you on to a deeper knowledge of some truth 

 about life? For whom have you been that kind of teacher? 
 

4.   ‘Blessed are they who have not seen and yet believed’.  That requires great trust.  Perhaps you have 

 had the experience of being trusted without having had to prove every step along  the way. What 

 was it like to be trusted in that way? Who have you been able to trust in a similar manner. 
 

John Byrne OSA 
email: jpbyrneosa@gmail.com 

 

 Parish of Bangor, Member of Ards Pastoral Community 
Second Sunday of Easter    -   23 April 2017 

Sunday Mass Times this week: 
Bangor:             Vigil 6.30 pm,   
   10.30 am, 12.30 pm. 
Donaghadee:        Sun 9.30 am. 
Ballyholme:  11 am. 
 

Holywood:  Vigil 6.30 pm;  
              10 am and 12 noon. 
 

Newtownards:   Vigil 6.30 pm; 11.30 am. 
 

Comber:   10.00 am. 
 

Weekday Mass Times: 
Bangor:    Mon - Thurs 9.30 am  
   Friday as announced. 
 

Ballyholme:    Monday and Friday 9am. 
 

Confessions:     Sat 5.30 pm.  
 

Children’s Liturgy:  Sunday at 10.30am Mass for  
children from P1-P7. 
 

Baptisms:  1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month at 2pm.  
Contact the Parish Office to  register.   
 

Exposition and Holy Hour: 1st Sunday of the month 
at 3pm in St Comgall’s Donaghadee, organised by the 
Prayer Group. 
 

   

St Thomas the Apostle 

 
‘We do not know...how can we know the way?’ 

Courageous master of the awkward question, 

You spoke the words the others dared not say 

And cut through their evasion and abstraction. 

O doubting Thomas, father of my faith. 

You put your finger on the nub of things: 

We cannot love some disembodied wraith, 

But flesh and blood must be our king of kings. 

Your teaching is to touch, embrace, anoint, 

Feel after him and find him in the flesh. 

Because he loved your awkward counterpoint, 

The Word has heard and granted you your wish. 

O place my hand with yours, help me divine 

The wounded God whose wounds are healing mine. 

 

Malcolm Guite  (from Sounding the Seasons -  

Seventy Sonnets for the Christian Year) 



The second collection this Sunday  
is the Development Fund Collection. 

 

Perpetual Adoration 
St Comgall’s Church  

Monday 10.30am-9.30pm. 
 

Celebration of Divine Mercy 
All are invited to a celebration of the 
Divine Mercy in St Comgall’s Church 
Donaghadee today at 3pm.  

 

Pastoral Council – Bangor Parish 
A meeting of the council members will 
be held on Tuesday 25 April at 7.30 pm 
in the Parish Centre. 

 

Easter Duty: …..”each of the faithful 
is obliged to receive Holy Communion 
at least once a year. This precept must 
be fulfilled during Paschal time (Ash 
Wed to Trinity Sunday) unless for a 
good reason it is fulfilled at another 
time during the year”. Canon 920. 

 

 Trocaire Family Fast Boxes 
Trocaire  would like to thank 
parishioners for their support of the 
Lenten campaign 2017 and their 
unfailing generosity. The Lenten boxes 
should be returned to the Parish as 
soon as possible. If you pay income tax 
you can authorise Trocaire to claim the 
tax you have paid on the donations in 
your  Lenten Box.  
 

St Malachy's Primary School 
choir sang at the Bangor International 
Choral Festival on Thurs 6 April. The 
choir were entered in the 'under 30 
singers' category and sang two Beatles 
songs 'All you need is love' and 'Can't 
buy me love'.  The children were 
conducted by Miss Devine and 
accompanied on the piano by Mrs 
Finlay, winning 1st place to the delight 
of all at St Malachy's - a great morning 
which will live long in the memory! 
 

Fatima Centenary Celebrations 
Tom McCormack, co-producer of the 
film, “the Call to Fatima”, will speak on 
the importance of Our Lady’s 
apparitions at Fatima for our time.  His 
work is based entirely on the writings by 
Sister Lucia of Fatima. Mon 24 April 
7.15pm in St Teresa of Avila Parish 
Centre, Glen Road,  Enrolment in the 
brown scapular will follow the 
presentation. All welcome. 
 

Trocaire and Traidcraft will be 
holding a sale next weekend 29/30 
April. Tea and coffee will be served after  
Masses on Sunday. There will also be a 
ballot. 
 

Meeting of Returned Overseas 
Volunteers & Lay Missionaries   

Have you ever volunteered overseas in 
any kind of profession or have worked 
as a lay missionary in Africa, Asia or 
South America?  Would you like to meet 
up with like-minded people? Join us for 
our next meeting on Wed 26 April at 
7pm, Sacred Heart Parish Centre, 
Belfast.  
 

St Comgall's PTA thank all the 
volunteers who came along to our 
recent Gardening Day and all those who 
popped round with refreshments and 
food to keep the volunteers going - your 
generosity went down a treat! The 
changes and improvements to 
our school garden and playground 
wouldn't have happened if it weren't 
for your kind efforts. 
 

Legion of Mary hostels for the 
homeless (Morning Star and 
Regina Coeli)  Bishop Treanor has 
given permission for a collection to be 
taken up on 29/30 April 2017, subject to 
local variations, in every parish in the 
diocese.  The money collected is 
essential for the running of the hostels, 
at a time when money is tight and 
statutory  f inanc ial  suppo rt  is 
reducing.  May I appeal for volunteers 
who would be willing to take up the 
collection after the Masses, on our 
behalf, either in their own parish or 
elsewhere.  Contact Mark at Morning 
Star House 9033 3500, many thanks. 
 

St Agnes' Choral Society continue 
their 60th Anniversary celebrations 
with their production of the hilarious 
family comedy musical, Me and My 
Girl in The Grand Opera House, Belfast 
from 9-13th May. Tickets can be 
purchased online at www.goh.co.uk or 
via the Box Office on 028 9024 1919. 

Forgiveness:  Moving forward from 
life’s hurts to Healing, Peace and 
Happiness.   Led by Fr. Des Corrigan, 
SMA in Dromantine Retreat Centre on 
Sat 13 May, 9.30am -5 pm.  Cost £25 
including lunch, teas/coffee.  All are 
welcome.  Bookings  3082 1964, email  
admin@dromantineconference.com 
www.dromantineconference.com             

 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes  
7 nights (10-17 July) £675 or 5 nights (11
-16 July) for  £590. Full board for sick 
or infirm pilgrims with medical and 
nursing care in Accueil Notre-Dame: 5 
nights (11-16 July) for £550. Youth 
Team (8-17 July) £500. Application 
forms available from the Parish office or 
for further info contact the Pilgrimage 
Office on 9064 6040. 
 

Support for the Bereaved 
If you need to talk to someone about 
your bereavement, a member of the 
Bethany Bereavement Support Group 
can be contacted on the Confidential 
mobile number: 075 1085 2157.  
 

Festival Brass concert with special 
guest Peter Corry: Holywood Parish 
Asha Support Group fundraiser on Fri 
26 May at 7-45pm in Holywood Parish 
Church. Tickets £15 can be purchased 
from the parish office 9042 3622,  
Matchetts or Belfast Music or on line at 
www.holywoodparishchurch.co.uk/
event/festival-brass-in-concert/   
 

Accord: Are you interested in working 
with couples preparing for Marriage or 
becoming a Marriage & Relationship 
counsellor?  Come along to our 
Information Evening on Tues 2 May, 
7pm – 9pm  in Accord Belfast Centre, 
Curran House, 155 Northumberland 
Street, Belfast. Contact 9033 9944 or  
Email- belfast@accordni.com  
 

Most Holy Redeemer  
Offertory Procession - 11am Mass 

 

7 May   -   Margaret & Aidan Hart 
14 May -   Sheila & Seamus Leonard 
21 May  -  Anne & Eugene McLarnon 
28 May -   SVdeP Conference Members 
  

4 June   -  Margaret & Aidan Hart 
11 June  -  Sheila & Seamus Leonard 
18 June -  Anne & Eugene McLarnon 
25 June -  SVdeP Conference Members 
 

2 July    -  Margaret & Aidan Hart 
9 July    -  Sheila & Seamus Leonard 
16 July  -  Anne & Eugene McLarnon 
23 July  -  SVdeP Conference Members 

 

Fr Gunn/Parish Office  Tel: 9146 5522, 27 Brunswick Road, Bangor.  Website: www.bangorparish.com   
Email: stcomgalls@btconnect.com.  Hours Mon-Fri 9.30am-1pm. 

Your prayers are requested for the 
following: 

 

Recently Deceased: 
Mary Heery, Roisin Kelly 

 

Month’s Mind:  
Veronica McBrien, Damien Morrow 

 

and for those whose anniversaries 
occur around this time: 

 

Barry McGrattan, Francis McAdam, 
Margaret and Patrick Malone, 
Michael Forde, Anne Diver,  

Matilda Jenkins, Patrick McMahon, 
Alice O’Malley, Lily McCready,  

Winifred McAloon, Catherine Martin, 
Peter Thompson. 
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