
Seeing Your Life  
Through the Lens of the Gospels 

 

Matthew 3:1-12 

 

1. John the Baptist came to bear witness to Jesus. Who have been the people who have borne witness to 

us of the good news of the gospel that God loves us - a friend, a parent, a teacher, etc? To whom have 

we borne that witness? 

 

2. John appears in the story as one who had the courage to be himself in the face of opposition. He was 

also a person who knew his own value, did not make exaggerated claims and was content with his 

mission. Can you recall times when you have been content to be yourself, without pretending to be 

more than you are? What was it like to have that freedom, even in the face of criticism from others? 

 

3. John was ‘the voice of one crying out in the wilderness’ - announcing confidently to those in the 

wilderness that they must not despair because God’s grace may come to them at any moment. Have 

you had the experience of being in the wilderness, feeling lost? From whom did you hear a voice that 

gave you hope? Have you been able to give hope to other people when they were in the wilderness? 

 

John Byrne OSA 
email: john@orlagh.ie 

 Parish of Bangor  
Second Sunday of Advent      -     4 December 2016 

Sunday Mass Times 
Bangor:             Vigil 6.30 pm,   
   10.30 am, 12.30 pm. 
Donaghadee:        Sun 9.30 am. 
Ballyholme:  11 am. 
 

Holywood:  Vigil 6.30 pm;  
              10 am and 12 noon. 
 

Newtownards:   Vigil 6.30 pm; 11.30 am. 
 

Comber:   10.00 am. 
 

Weekday Mass Times this Week: 
Bangor:    Mon - Wed 9.30am. 
   Thurs 1pm and 7.30pm. 
   Friday: As announced. 
Ballyholme:    Thurs 9pm. 
 

Confessions:     Sat 5.30pm.  
 

Children’s Liturgy:  Sunday at 10.30am Mass for  
children from P1-P7. 
 

Baptisms:  1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month at 2pm.  
Contact the Parish Office to  register.   
 

Exposition and Holy Hour: 1st Sunday of the month 
at 3pm in St Comgall’s Donaghadee, organised by the 
Prayer Group. 

MUSINGS:  Preaching in the wilderness 

Preaching the Church’s message is both challenging and 

demanding.  It does seem like ‘A voice of one calling in the 

wilderness.’   The Gospel appears unreal and irrelevant 

when presented in doctrinal terms to many people.        

Perhaps the message is lost in translation.  When John 

preached, he too found himself in a community where 

many would have been indifferent to his message,          

especially the Jews.  The Jews felt that they were the      

favoured people; one step ahead of all others when it came 

to God’s judgement.  Just being a Jew was enough to      

exempt oneself from judgement. Is there some of this in 

the modern psyche?  John had to remind them that life, 

not lineage, is God’s standard of judgement. When we 

preach today there are three things we should keep in 

mind as did John, the great preacher.  Firstly, our Gospel 

is one of social concern; the poor need our attention.        

Secondly, in all we do we are serving God and not our-

selves.  Thirdly, that God judges us all fairly, without      

discrimination.   This emphasis may help on the 

‘wilderness’ of the modern world.                 Fr Iomar Daniels 



The second collection this week  
is  the monthly stipend in support of 

your priests. 
 

Grateful thanks for £2,020 received 
for the second phase of the Church 

Refurbishment.  
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
St Comgall’s Church, Bangor 
Monday 10.30am-9.30pm. 

 

Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 
SVP week runs from 4-11 December. 
Our special Annual Collection will take 
place on Sun 11 Dec. Gift Aid forms and  
copies of our Annual report for last year 
are available at the back of the church.  
Drivers are required to take 
pensioners to and from the Annual 
Pensioners dinner today Sun 4 Dec, if  
you can help please come to the parish 
centre at 2pm where you will be 
allocated someone to collect, you will 
need to return at 5pm to take them 
back home. 

 

Storehouse North Down  
Food Collection today  

1st Sunday of the month 
St Vincent de Paul is already accessing 
the foodbank to help local families. 
Thank you for your generosity already 
and to assist in this great initiative we 
are asking the congregations in Bangor, 
Ballyholme and Donaghadee to donate 
dried or tinned goods (non perishable)  
A full list is in the porch. Trolleys or 
boxes will be available in the porches to 
accept goods. With your help no-one in 
our community need go hungry.  

 

Immaculate Conception 
Thurs 8 December is the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception and is a holy 
day of obligation: Mass times are:  
Most Holy Redeemer: 9am; 
St Comgall’s Bangor: 1pm and 7.30pm. 
 

On behalf of the Trocaire Team we 
would like to thank all the people who 
supported our sale last weekend. 
Between all the groups we raised the 
great sum of £1,825. 

 Healing Mass  
Healing Mass devotion to St Pio on Mon 
5 Dec  at 7.30pm in St  Mary’s Star of 
the Sea Church, Killyleagh. St Pio’s 
Relic will be available before and after 
mass, and other  religious objects  will 
be available to purchase eg. candles, 
rosary beads, medals.  
 

Advent Day of Reflection with Sean 
Goan at Tobar Mhuire Retreat 
Centre Crossgar, Sat 10 Dec, 10am - 
5pm Cost £30 per person includes 
lunch. Please phone Tobar Mhuire 028 
4483 0242 to reserve your place. 
 

Minibus Drivers Urgently 
Required: 

 In order for the Minibus service at the 
10.30am Mass to continue in 2017 we 
urgently require additional drivers.  If 
you would be willing to join the rota and 
assist with this service please leave your 
details with the parish office or email 
bjamison788@c2kni.net. Insurance 
requirements dictate that you need to 
have a clean NI driving licence with 
the  D1 code on it.   
 

St Comgall’s Pre-School Centre  
Tues 6 December 9.30-10.30am. 
St Comgall’s Primary School  

Tues 6 December 7pm 
St Malachy’s Pre-School, Nursery 

and Primary School 
Tues 6 Dec at 7pm 

St Anne’s Primary School, 
Donaghadee  

Tues 6 Nov 11am-12pm (or by app’t)  
St Columbanus’ College  

Tues 10 Jan 2017 at 7pm. Principal’s 
Address 8pm. 

 

An Evening of Festive Favourites 
at Drumalis: Fri 16 Dec at 7pm.   On 
arrival, there will be a festive reception,  
entertainment commences at 7:30pm.     
A two-course supper will be served 
during the interval. £25 pp and adm is 
by pre-paid ticket only.  For further info 
contact Drumalis (Mon- Fri 9–5pm) tel 
028 2827 2196/028 2827 6455. 
 

St Comgall’s Primary School Award 
winning traditional group and choir 
have just released their Christmas CD, 
available at Thomas’ shop £7.50, makes 
the perfect Christmas gift! 
 

Ards CCE Christmas Concert 
featuring all Ards CCE groups and much 
more, Bangor Golf Club, Sat 10 Dec. 
Doors open 7.30pm, Concert 8pm. £5 at 
door and free finger buffet. 
 
 

St Colmcille’s Parish Holywood 
Advent Mission begins this weekend of 
3/4 December!!  The 6 Day Mission will 
conclude on 8 Dec the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception and Bishop 
Noel Treanor will consecrate our New 
Icon and our Sacred Space for prayer 
and devotion.  Sat 3 – launch of parish 
mission during 6.30pm Vigil Mass; Sun 
4–Thurs 8: evening session 7.30pm. 
Mon 5-Thurs 8:  Morning Masses at 7 & 
9.30am, evening session at 7.30pm. 
 

Trocaire Global Gifts 
The Christmas gift range that will 
directly benefit families in some of the 
world's poorest countries. From olive 
trees for farmers in Palestine £4, chicks 
£5, school lunches in Somalia £20, 
Goats £40,  land for a family home 
£125 to business support for women 
£200, Full range of gifts are on the  
notice board and are available to buy 
from the Parish Office. When you buy a 
Trócaire gift you're not just giving, 
you're joining the fight for justice.  
 

Youth 2000 - Christmas Retreat 
Newbridge College, Co Kildare, 16-18 
December, ages 16-35/ID Required. 
For more info on the event or to book 
your place, see www.youth2000.ie. 
 

One Day Retreat with St Teresa of 
Calcutta’s nuns in Armagh Sat 10 Dec 
leaving Portaferry Square 7.30am,    
pick ups - Kircubbin 7.45am, Bangor 
8.15am Holywood 8.30am (Spafield 
carpark), Full retreat programme, 
lunch provided. Cost for bus £10.  
Please contact Jacinta during office 
hours 10am-2pm on 9042-2167 or Una 
07934-995520.  
 

Be part of a new movement of the 
Holy Spirit across the world! 
If you are Gifted, you are Called! If 
you are Called, you are Gifted! The 
Holy Spirit has gifted each person with 
particular Charisms. What are your 
Charisms? Called & Gifted Workshop: 
Newry Conference Centre, Sat 10 Dec 
(10am-8pm). Cost £40 - includes work  
shop, materials, and lunch! Please join 
us! All welcome. To register please 
contact Milanda Kelly, Office of 
Pastoral Renewal and Family Ministry, 
Tel No 00 353 4 2933 6649. 
 

Carved olive wood gifts from the 
Holy Land Handicraft Co-operative 
Society and crafts from St Elisabeth 
Convent Belarus are on sale at the 
Christmas Market, City Hall, Belfast. 
 

 

Fr Gunn/Parish Office  Tel: 9146 5522, 27 Brunswick Road, Bangor.   
Website: www.bangorparish.com   

Email: bangor@downandconnor.org  Hours Mon-Fri 9.30am-1pm. 

Your prayers are requested for:  
 

Recently Deceased: 
James Brendan O’Neill,  

Kathleen Armstrong, Keith Harte, 
Josie McMillan (Surrey),  

Don McNeilly 
 

Anniversaries: 
Peter and Rosetta McCullough,  
Paddy McKenna, Moya McAlea,  

Margaret Gregory, Sean Hudson. 

tel:02844830242
tel:02844830242
mailto:bjamison788@c2kni.net

