
Seeing Your Life  
Through the Lens of the Gospels 

 

John 9:1-41  
 

1.   A long story like the one we have today provides many different points of entry for prayer. Read the 

 story and stay with what resonates with you. Some possible points of entry are: 

 

   a.   The blind man was healed. Can you recall occasions when some blindness of yours was taken  

  away and you could see in a new way? What was that experience like for you? 

 

   b.   The Pharisees claimed to be the ones who could see, who knew where God was to be found, when 

  in fact they were blind. It was the man born blind who showed himself open to see the hand of 

  God at work in what happened. There can be some of each in us. What has helped you to be open 

  to seeing the hand of God at work in your life? Who have been the Jesus people who have led you 

  to this point? 

 

  c.   There are many characters in the story: Jesus, the blind beggar, the disciples, the neighbours, the 

  blind man’s parents, and the Pharisees. Put yourself in the position of each one and see what you 

  learn from identifying with them. 

 John Byrne OSA 
email: jpbyrneosa@gmail.com 

 Parish of Bangor, Member of Ards Pastoral Community 
Fourth Sunday of Lent    -   26  March 2017 

Sunday Mass Times this week: 
Bangor:             Vigil 6.30 pm,   
   10.30 am, 12.30 pm. 
Donaghadee:        Sun 9.30 am. 
Ballyholme:  11 am. 
 

Holywood:  Vigil 6.30 pm;  
              10 am and 12 noon. 
 

Newtownards:   Vigil 6.30 pm; 11.30 am. 
 

Comber:   10.00 am. 
 

Weekday Mass Times for Lent: 
Bangor:    Mon - Fri  7.15 am. 
   Mon - Thurs 9.30 am  
   Friday as announced. 
 

Ballyholme:    Friday 9am. 
 

Confessions:     Sat 5.30 pm.  
 

Children’s Liturgy:  Sunday at 10.30am Mass for  
children from P1-P7. 
 

Baptisms:  1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month at 2pm.  
Contact the Parish Office to  register.   
 

Exposition and Holy Hour: 1st Sunday of the month 
at 3pm in St Comgall’s Donaghadee, organised by the 
Prayer Group. 

Musings:   
 

‘‘As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth …” 

 
The opening question of the disciples was, ‘Who is to 

blame?’ This is a common question in the media today; 

perhaps it is part of my own vocabulary. Jesus reminds 

his disciples, and us, that sometimes no one is to blame 

but that difficult situations present an opportunity for us to 

be drawn into God’s presence. 

 

      Lord, there were times I was lost and found, was 

blind and then could see. Thank you. The man’s blindness 

is cured, but the blindness of those who won’t believe in 

Jesus remains. I think of how I grope, stumble, and am 

unsure of my direction unless I can rely on Jesus, the light 

of the world. 

 
Sacred Space 2017 

Messenger Publications 



The second collection next Sunday is 
the monthly stipend in support of your 

priests. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
St Comgall’s Church, Bangor 
Monday 10.30am-9.30pm. 

Our Blessed Mother protect and guide 
our Adoration of your Son Jesus 

Christ. 
 

The Second National Collection 
for the World Meeting of Families 

Pope Francis has personally chosen 
Dublin to be the host diocese for the 

World Meeting of Families from 21-26 
August 2018. Planning for this great 

national and international celebration 
of faith is well underway. Hosting this 
important event requires an enormous 

amount of planning and funding. In 
this regard a second national collection 

will be held on the weekend of 8/9 
April 2017. Your support for this 

collection would be greatly appreciated.  

 
Easter Duty: …..”each of the faithful 
is obliged to receive Holy Communion 
at least once a year. This precept must 
be fulfilled during Paschal time (Ash 
Wed to Trinity Sunday) unless for a 
good reason it is fulfilled at another 
time during the year”. Canon 920.  

 

Storehouse North Down  
No-One Should Ever Go Hungry 

St Vincent de Paul is already accessing 
the foodbank to help local families. In 
order that our parish can become more 
involved with this worthy initiative we 
are asking the congregations in 
Bangor , Ballyholme and Donaghadee 
to donate dried or tinned goods (non 
perishable). These can be placed in 
donation boxes which will be available 
in the porches on the first week-end of 
each month.  With your help no-one in 
our community need go hungry.  

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes  
Full board in 3* hotel: 7 nights (10-17 
July) £675 or 5 nights (11-16 July) for  
£590. Full board for sick or infirm 
pilgrims with medical and nursing care 
in Accueil Notre-Dame: 5 nights (11-16 
July) for £550. Youth Team (8-17 July) 
£500. All flights from Belfast Int’l. 
Application forms available from the 
Parish office or for further info contact 
the Pilgrimage Office on 9064 6040. 
 

Carmelite Pilgrimage to Lisieux  
28 September to 2 October 2017 

In Lisieux for the Feast Day 
Celebrations including the torchlight 

procession of St Therese Relics.  
Leading the Pilgrimage Fr David 

Weakliam, O.Carm. 
Cost 668 euro and includes flights from 
Dublin to Paris, Coach transfers as per 
itinerary, half board in the Grant Hotel 

de L’Esperance, cost based on twin 
sharing. Enquiries to Celine (01) 838 
7281 or email: info@sttherese.com 

 
Marian Prayer Group  meet every 
Thurs evening for 1hr at 6.30pm in St 
Comgall’s Church, Brunswick Rd. 
Rosary for the Unborn, Reflection, 
Music, Petitions and Divine Mercy 
Chaplet.  All ages welcome.  
 

Edmund Rice Schools Trust  
Annual Foundation Lecture 

“Challenges and Opportunities for 
Catholic Tertiary Education in Today’s 
Society” St Mary’s University College, 
Belfast, Wednesday 29 March at 
7.30pm. Speaker Professor Peter Finn, 
President of the College.  
 

 Music and Song, Our Shared 
Culture 

Bangor Abbey Parish Centre , 
Wednesday 29th March. Doors Open 
7.30pm. Ards CCE, Geordie McAdam, 
Davy Lennon and Sean O Roideain. 
Admission Free.  
 

Catholic Grandparents 
Association 

1st Annual Retreat/Conference, 26-27 
April. Theme - Helping our Children 
and Grandchildren to know, love and 
serve God in these highly secularised 
times.  Dominican Retreat Centre, 
Tallaght Village,  Dublin 24.  Day only / 
overnight attendance options available. 
Inspiring talks, lively discussion - 
Speakers including Fr Benny McHale. 

Contact  Connie at 098 24877 
or catholicgrandparents@gmail.com 
 

Drumalis invites applications for the 
next intake of the Diploma in Pastoral 
Theology, validated by St Patrick’s 
Pontifical College, Maynooth.  This 
intensive, 2 year course is delivered 
over 12 days per year. As well as 
academic input, the course requires 
students to carry out pastoral work 
within their parishes.  In addition to 
students from the dioceses of Derry and 
Dromore, fourteen students from all 
parts of Down and Connor have 
participated.  Course fees are 
subsidised by the Friends of Drumalis.  
Further information is available on the 
Drumalis website or by emailing 
maura@drumalis.co.uk  
 

Cruse Bereavement Care is giving 
you the opportunity to spend the day 
with World-Renowned speaker Lois 
Tonkin at a Masterclass. Lois Tonkin 
will deliver an exciting and interactive 
session to all those wanting to enhance 
their skills and practice supporting 
bereaved people. Park Avenue Hotel 
Belfast on 25 May , price £120. To book 
a place go to www.cruse.org.uk/
training /masterclass.  
 

Support for the Bereaved 
If you need to talk to someone about 
your bereavement, a member of the 
Bethany Bereavement Support Group 
can be contacted on the Confidential 
mobile number: 075 1085 2157.  
 

Welcome Rota for April  
6.30pm  

Madeline de Barnardo 
Anne McCabe  

 10.30 am  
Pauline Andrews  

Joe Drew  
12.30pm  

Sarah Donaghy  
Anne Rea   

St Comgalls Ps PTA Gardening 
Day 

Saturday 8th April 9am to 4pm. 
We are in need of Gardeners, Painters 
and anyone willing to come along and 
help clear much needed playground 

space. Even if you can spare an hour it 
would be much appreciated. 

Refreshments Provided. 
Please contact Tracy Stirling 07826 

925063 for more information.  
Trocaire Sale  

 Trocaire last weekend Raised £1000 A 
big thankyou to all who contributed.   

Irish Language Collection 
Amounted to £620 Go Raibh Maith 

Agaibh Go Leir 

 

Fr Gunn/Parish Office  Tel: 9146 5522, 27 Brunswick Road, Bangor.   
Website: www.bangorparish.com   

Email: bangor@downandconnor.org  Hours Mon-Fri 9.30am-1pm. 

Your prayers are requested for:  
 

Recently Deceased: 
Veronica McBrien 

Celia Matthews  
 

Anniversaries  
Jimmy Starkey, Marie Jenkins, 

Nellie McCluskey, Alice Donaghy 
Margaret McKenna, Austin Hinds, 
Brigid McArdle, Patrick Delargy,  

Annette Clery, Martina Maria Smyth, 
Patrick & Margaret McGeough,  

Bernadette & Mary Leonard,  
Mary McCart, Kathleen Rooney,  

Ann & Jimmy Breslin 
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