
Seeing Your Life  
Through the Lens of the Gospels 

Matthew 22: 15-21 

 
1.   The story sees a mixture of religion and politics, a potentially explosive combination. Jesus does not 

 ask us to avoid politics, but that our involvement in the affairs of the world be informed by the 

 perspective of the reign of God. How does the gospel give you a vision of how your involvement in 

 society should be? 
 

2.   Pharisees and Herodians were not natural allies but a shared dislike of Jesus brought them together 

 in an attempt to discredit him. Perhaps you experience the same opposition in society today when 

 you profess to being a Catholic. Jesus did not get into an argument with them but simply professed 

 his belief in the priority of God in his life. What have you found helpful in bearing witness to the fact 

 that you are still a Catholic? 
 

3.   Jesus recognises that we can be faced with conflicting claims for attention. He does not tell us how 

 to solve that dilemma, but challenges us to make sure that our allegiance to God takes priority. 

 When have you been faced with a conflict of loyalties? What helped you to get your priorities right? 

 

John Byrne OSA 
 emailjpbyrne@gmail.com 

 

Parish of Bangor, Member of Ards Pastoral Community 
Feast of Christ the King    -    26 November 2017 

Sunday Mass Times this week: 
Bangor:             Vigil 6.30 pm,   
   10.30 am, 12.30 pm. 
Donaghadee:        Sun 9.30 am. 
Ballyholme:  11 am. 
 
Holywood:  Vigil 6.30 pm;  
              10 am and 12 noon. 
 

Newtownards:   Vigil 6.30 pm; 11.30 am. 
 

Comber:   10.00 am. 
 

Weekday Mass Times: 
Bangor:    Mon - Thurs 9.30 am.  
   Friday as announced. 
 

Ballyholme:    Mon and Friday 9am. 
 

Confessions:     Sat 5.30 pm.  
  

Children’s Liturgy:   
Every Sunday at the 10.30am Mass in St Comgall’s  
Bangor for primary school children. 
 

Baptisms:  1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month at 2pm.  
Contact the Parish Office during office hours to  register. 
4 week’s notice must be given.   
 

Exposition and Holy Hour: 1st Sunday of the month 
at 2.45pm in St Comgall’s Donaghadee.  
 

Bangor Parish  

 7 Day Trip to Brittany and Normandy 
 

From June 25th to July 1st joining the one day  

St Columbanus International Meeting in St Coulomb 

on June 30th.  
 

The cost is 895 euro pp sharing, all breakfasts and 

dinners included, 3 nights Lisieux, 3 nights St Malo. 

Day trips include; Places associated with St Therese, 

Mont St Michel, Dinard and more. 

(Courier: Kieran Troy who has led Bangor groups in 

the recent past). As there is great demand for hotel 

space in Brittany in this period prompt booking 

would be highly recommended.  
 

Details available on the parish website, the church 

notice board and from the Parish Office.  



The second collection nest weekend is 
the monthly collection in support of 

your priests. 
 

Grateful thanks for 2 donations 
amounting to £500 received this week 

for St Comgall’s Church  
Refurbishment Fund.  

 

Perpetual Adoration 
St Comgall’s Church  

Monday 10.30am-9.30pm. 
 

The Apostolic Work  Mission 
Collection will be taken up this  
weekend 25/26 November at the 
Church door. 
 

Ards CCE Coffee Morning 
Today Sun 26 Nov after 10.30am and 
12.30pm Masses in the Parish Centre. 
Tea/Coffee, cakes, buns etc and live 
Irish Traditional Music and Dance. 
Funds raised to support youth from 
parish schools and parish life on their 
summer European tour where they will 
perform in Italy  following in footsteps 
of St Columbanus. 
 

Rosary on the Coast for Life and 
Faith: Today Sunday 26 November, 
2.30pm - 3.30pm, the Feast of Christ 
the King, hosted by St Comgall’s 
Marian Prayer Group, Bangor Parish.  
Park in Queen’s Parade car park, head 
to Pickie Fun Park, and the Most Holy 
Rosary will be said on the small beach 
100 yards beyond Pickie Fun Park. We 
will be joining with thousands of the 
Catholic faithful all across Ireland to 
pray the Rosary for the Preservation of 
Faith and Family Life around the coast 
of Ireland. Join us and unite with the 
Saints of Bangor, St Comgall, St 
Columbanus, St Gall, St Malachy in 
praying for God's protection of life and 
family in our land of Ireland. 
 

Commemorating the Life and 
Legacy of Columbanus 

Sunday 26 November 6.30pm 
St Columbanus Church, Groomsport 

Road, Bangor. 

Knights of St Columbanus: Advent 
Reflection 

Tuesday 29 Nov at  7.30pm in St Mary’s 
Greencastle. Led by Fr Andrew Black. 

 

SVP Ballyholme and Donaghadee  
will be selling Christmas Cards after 

Mass from this Sunday. 
 

Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 
Christmas cards available after all 
Sunday Masses price £3.50 per pack. 
The Pensioners Christmas Dinner will 
take place on 3 Dec in the Parish Centre, 
if you or anyone you know would like to 
attend please leave your name and 
contact details on our helpline number 
07703679384 and we will contact you. 
 

The Iona Institute: Evening 
conference on 'The future of Marriage & 
family in NI', Wed 29 Nov  6.30 pm in 
Wellington Park Hotel Belfast. To book 
a place email tharkin@ionainstitute.ie 
 
Donaghadee Community  Carol 
Service will be held next Sunday           
3 December at 7pm in the First 
Presbyterian Church. All welcome. 
 

Trocaire  
The sale at the weekend raised £1,900. 
Thank you to everyone who helped, 
those who supported the sale by 
attending and donating and Brigini who 
contributed £127 towards that total.  
 

Clonard Monastery:  You are invited 
to join us to celebrate the beautiful 
season of Advent on 4 consecutive Tues 
(28 Nov, 5 Dec,   12 Dec, 19 Dec) in the 
conference room of Clonard Monastery 
from 7.30-8.30pm. Kindly sign up at 
Clonard reception, or email: reception@ 
clonard.com or phone 9044 5950. 

 
St Comgall's Primary School  

PTA Christmas Market Fri 1st Dec from 
2-4pm. Entry £2 includes coffee/tea 
and biscuits (kids go free). We'll have 
various stalls, a raffle, Santa's Grotto 
and more. Please join us for an 
afternoon of fun. 

 

Parish Family of Schools  
Open Days/Nights  

St Anne’s PS, Donaghadee  
Tues 5 December 11am-12 noon. 

St Malachy’s PS, Bangor 
Tues 5 December 7pm 

St Comgall’s PS, Bangor 
Thurs 7 December 7pm 

St Columbanus’ College, Bangor 
Tues 9 January 7pm 

 

From Fr Joe Rooney - Thanks 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the parishioners of Bangor for 
their kindness, generosity and good will 
shown to me in the weeks prior to 
my departure from Bangor and more 
recently at the Parish Presentation on 
Friday 17 November.  A truly wonderful 
occasion! I was truly overwhelmed and 
humbled by your expressions of good 
will and generosity.  It was truly an 
honour for me to serve in your parish 
over 17 years.  Many memories from 
these years will remain with me for a 
long time to come.  All I can say from 
the bottom of my heart is: Thank You!   
 

Storehouse North Down  
Food Collection next Sunday 

Thank you for your generosity already 
and to assist in this great initiative we 
are asking the congregations in Bangor, 
Ballyholme and Donaghadee to donate 
dried or tinned goods (non perishable) 
full list in the porch. As the Christmas 
Season approaches we are also asking 
for some treats for the hampers.  
Trolleys will be available in the porch to 
accept goods.  With your help no-one in 
our community need go hungry.  
 

Welcome Rota for December 
6.30 pm Mass 

Una Sweeney, Anne McCabe 
10.30 am  Mass 

Lisa Morrow, Una Graham 
12. 30 pm Mass 

Cioci Denny, Eileen Hanna 
 

Trocaire Global Gifts 
Give a gift this Christmas and help 
transform lives. This year you can 
choose from 10 gifts that help families 
work their way out of poverty and end 
the daily struggle for essentials like 
water and food. From Chicks £5, school 
lunches £20, Goats £40, Beehives £55,  
land for a family home £125, Farming 
Kit for a family £170. The full range of 
gifts are on the  notice board and are 
available to buy from the Parish Office 
or at the Trocaire sale this weekend. 
When you buy a Trócaire gift you're 
not just giving, you're joining the fight 
for justice.  
  

St Comgall’s Pre-School  
All parents of children born between  

2 July 2014 -  1 July 2015  
are invited to their ‘Open Morning’ on 
Tues 5 December from 9.30-10.30am. 

All very welcome. 
 

 

 

Fr Gunn/Parish Office  Tel: 9146 5522, 27 Brunswick Road, Bangor.  Website: www.bangorparish.com   
Email: bangor@downandconnor.org   Office hours Mon-Fri 9.30am-1pm. 

Your prayers are requested for: 
 

Recently Deceased: 
John Moore 

 

Anniversaries: 
Paula Campbell, Katrina Thomas,  

William  and Mary Finlay, V J Thomas, 
Maureen Duffy, Marie Jamison,  

Daniel McCambridge, Una Evans,  
Geraldine Hunter, Stephen Anderson, 

Catherine and William Curry,  
Jack Walsh, Nellie Walsh. 
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