
Seeing Your Life  
Through the Lens of the Gospels 

Matthew 22: 1-14 
 

There are two parables here that Matthew has joined together. Looking at the first one: 
 

1. Scripture often speaks of the kingdom of God as a banquet. The image of people being at a meal where 

everyone is happy and welcome and where all hunger and thirst is satisfied gets across the idea that God 

loves, accepts and welcomes us and wants us to make that experience available to one another. Think of times 

in your life when you have had ‘banquet’ experiences and when you have felt accepted and loved?  
 

2.  The host enlists the help of his servants to invite people to the banquet. We are commissioned by the Lord to 

 invite people to the banquet of the kingdom, to the fullness of life – as parents, teachers, friends, etc. What 

 has it been like for you to play a part in leading others to a fuller life? 
 

3.   As in the parable last week there is a message about being alert to invitations that offer a fuller life and the 

 danger of losing out if we neglect to respond to such invitations. Perhaps there have been opportunities 

 offered to you that you missed, and now regret. Think also of the blessings you received because you seized 

 the moment and took an opportunity that presented itself. 
 

4.   The second parable puts the focus on how we respond to invitations. Some invitations are ones that 

 challenge us to change, to conversion, to put on a ‘wedding garment’. What has been your experience of 

 changing in response to an invitation you received? 

John Byrne OSA 
 emailjpbyrne@gmail.com 

 

Parish of Bangor, Member of Ards Pastoral Community 
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time   -   15 October 2017 

Sunday Mass Times this week: 
Bangor:             Vigil 6.30 pm,   
   10.30 am, 12.30 pm. 
Donaghadee:        Sun 9.30 am. 
Ballyholme:  11 am. 
 
Holywood:  Vigil 6.30 pm;  
              10 am and 12 noon. 
 

Newtownards:   Vigil 6.30 pm; 11.30 am. 
 

Comber:   10.00 am. 
 

Weekday Mass Times: 
Bangor:    Tues - Thurs 9.30 am  
   Friday as announced. 
 

Funeral Mass for Michael McGrath will be  
celebrated on Monday at 10am. 

 

Ballyholme:    Mon and Fri 9am. 
 
Confessions:     Sat 5.30 pm.  
 

Children’s Liturgy:   
Every Sunday at the 10.30am Mass in St Comgall’s  
Bangor for primary school children. 
 

Baptisms:  1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month at 2pm.  
Contact the Parish Office during office hours to  register. 
4 week’s notice must be given.   

Mission Sunday 22 October 2017 
 

Next Sunday, the Pope asks all Catholics to contribute to 

a special collection. Every Catholic parish in the world 

will celebrate together and share what they have, no    

matter how little. It is the one Sunday in the year when 

the Mass is celebrated exclusively for missionary activity. 

The worldwide Mission collection supports  churches, 

hospitals, schools and vocations in countries where the 

Church is new, young or poor.  
 

Your generosity goes directly to help mission parishes 

overseas and reach out with Jesus’ message of hope and 

love. World Missions Ireland is the Pope’s charity for 

overseas mission. It co-ordinates Mission Sunday in     

Ireland and, through  local bishops, churches,  

and missionary congregations around the world, ensures 

that resources are distributed on the basis of need.   
 

In prayer we join with missionaries everywhere to  

support them in spreading the Good News, and by  

donating money we respond to Christ's call to feed the 

hungry and clothe the naked so please give what you can.  



The second collection next weekend is 
for the Propagation of the Faith. 

 

Grateful thanks for a donation of  
£50 received this week for the 

refurbishment of St Comgall’s Church. 
 

Perpetual Adoration 
St Comgall’s Church  

Monday 10.30am-9.30pm 
 

St Joseph’s Young Priests Society 
The latest edition of The Sheaf, the 
quarterly magazine of the Society, is 
available at the back of the church 
along with leaflets explaining  the work 
of the Society.  Please take a copy.  
The Young Priest’s collection amounted 
to £1,085.54, thanks to all who  
contributed. 
 

Trocaire and Traidcraft will be 
holding a sale and ballot next weekend  
21/22 October. Tea and coffee will be 
served after Masses on Sunday.  

 

Taizé at Clonard  
A special evening of Taizé prayer, 
music and reflection will take place in 
Clonard Church on Tues 17 October at 
7:30pm. The Taizé Community is an 
ecumenical monastic  order in 
Burgundy, France. It is composed of 
more than one hundred brothers, from 
Catholic and Protestant traditions, who 
originate from about thirty countries 
across the world. It was founded in 
1940 by Brother Roger Schütz.  Taizé is 
a place of great pilgrimage for many 
young people from around the world 
every year. Brother Jean Marie from 
the Taizé Community will join us for 
this special evening. All are welcome. 
 

A Literary Evening with Gerry 
McCullough, Irish Poet and author of 
the popular ‘Belfast Girls’ along with 
music by folk singer Raymond 
McCullough. Tues 17 Oct at 7.30pm in 
Holywood Parish Centre. Tickets £10 
from the Parish Office 9042 3622. 
Proceeds in aid of Asha. 

  “From Council to Conflict: 
The life and ministry of Bishop William 
Philbin from the Second Vatican 
Council to the NI Assembly” in QUB 
Catholic Chaplaincy, 28 Elmwood 
Avenue on Wed 18 October at 7pm. All 
are welcome 
 

St Comgall's Parish Youth Centre 
is a great place for our young people to 
spend their evenings and we are open 3 
nights a week:  
   Mon 6-9pm  - Drama Club & P6 Club 
   Wed 6-9pm  - P7 & Year 8 
   Fri 7-10pm   - Yr9, Yr 10+ 
First week free for new members - come 
along and have fun and make new 
friends! For more info call 07754 
423571 or email comgallsyc@gmail.com 

 

Catholic Young Adult Conference 
(age 18-40) Catholic Chaplaincy, QUB, 

Sat 21 Oct.  Theme: 'Answering 
Objections to Catholicism'.  Talks and 

workshops with speakers including      
Fr Andrew Black, Fr Martin Graham 

and the Dominican Sisters of St Cecila. 
10am-5.30pm. Cost £10 incl lunch.  
To book a place call 077 5337 9110. 

or email cyaconference16@gmail.com 
 

Overseas Volunteers Required!  
Volunteer IT/HR Admins, Montessori/
Primary/Secondary Teachers, Physios, 

Accountants, Social Workers...all 
required for funded placements on 
Missions in Africa, SE Asia and the 

Caribbean.  No previous overseas exp 
required, no upper age limit! Contact 
Viatores Christi +353-1-8689986 or 

email apply@viatoreschristi.com  
 

St Agnes’ Choral Society  
The Gift of Music   

Saturday 11 at 7.30pm  in  St Joseph’s 
Parish Centre, Carryduff  Tickets £12.50 
(includes light refreshments) available 
from Charlie 07850203835, Eamon  
07802354799 or Parish Office   
90812238 option 2. Proceeds in aid of 
St Bernadette’s Church Restoration 
Fund and the Lighthouse Charity. 
Organised by the Knights of St 
Columbanus CK29. 

 

Stanton Healthcare Coffee 
Morning and Presentation: 

Synod Hall, Armagh Cathedral  Sat 21st 
Oct at 11am. Stanton Healthcare provide 
life-saving crisis pregnancy support and 
need your help right now to protect both 
mother and baby. Find out more about 
this fantastic local charity while 
enjoying a cup of tea and some treats. 
Contact 9033 2882 for more info.  

Presentation for Fr Rooney 
All envelopes/donations should be 

returned by next Sunday 22 October. 
Thank you. 

 

The Children’s Liturgy need new 
leaders to help as we have 40+ children 
each week, Parents, grandparents and 
students all welcome to help in a rota of 
one in 4 weeks. If you are interested 
please contact Lisa on 077 6278 8733 

 

Café Donaghadee: Halloween Raffle 
for Kitty’s Holiday in Newcastle, tickets 
available in tea room. Draw on 29 Oct.  
 

Certificate in Lectio Divina 
Facilitation  in association with St 
Mary’s University College, Belfast 

The Certificate in Lectio Divina 
Facilitation aims to equip participants 
to facilitate small Lectio Divina groups 
in a parish or community setting.  Pope 
Francis in his apostolic exhortation 
Evangelii Gaudium recommended the 
ancient  practice of lectio divina, a 
practice of prayerfully reading scripture 
and “allowing it to enlighten and renew 
us.”  This course is offered to men and 
women from all walks of life who have 
completed the Pathways course or its 
equivalent or who are involved in some 
form of prayer guidance or Scripture 
study.   This two-year programme runs 
from Oct to June each year, held on 
seven Saturdays from 10am–4.30 pm at 
Drumalis.  For further info and booking 
contact Drumalis  2827 2196/2827 6455 
email maura@drumalis.co.uk 
Closing date  18 October  2017 
 

Living Youth/Habitat for 
Humanity NI Ethiopia Team 2018  
Living Youth and Habitat's Global 
Village programme in Ethiopia.  This     
will be Living Youth's fifth team to 
Ethiopia. "Personal Donation £500; 
Personal Fundraising Target £1600. For 
further information and details of 
online applications please contact: 
kieraoneill@livingyouthni.org 
Closing Date: Friday 3 November 2016. 
 

Tobar Mhuire  
Loss and Blessings Day at Tobar Mhuire 
Crossgar Saturday 11th November 2017  

 10.30am - 4pm Price £30 
 

Family Care Adoption Services  
is presently seeking to recruit adoptive 
families for babies and young children.  
For a free information pack contact us 
on  Telephone: 71 36 8592, 9069 1133  

Monday to Friday 9–5pm. Email: 
anne.ohagan@familycaresociety.org  

Website: www.familycaresociety.co.uk 

 

Fr Gunn/Parish Office  Tel: 9146 5522, 27 Brunswick Road, Bangor.  Website: www.bangorparish.com   
Email: bangor@downandconnor.org   Office hours Mon-Fri 9.30am-1pm. 

Your prayers are requested for: 
 

Recently Deceased:  
Michael McGrath 

 

 Anniversaries: 
Paddy and Agnes Fox, Joe Jackson, 

Vi Mulholland, Mary McNally,  
Mary Sweeney, Kevan Hughes, 

Annie McElroy, James McGivern, 
Rosaleen McCormick, Stephen Taylor, 

Maeve O’Hara, Josephine Mooney, 
Raymond Mooney, Terence Mulligan, 

Kathleen Ward, Colm McGrattan, 
Brigid and Mick McArdle. 
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