
Seeing Your Life  
Through the Lens of the Gospels 

Matthew 21: 33-43 
 

1.   The target audience of this allegorical parable are the Jewish chief priests and elders portrayed here as 

 rejecting Jesus and his teaching, and as a consequence losing out on what God was offering them. It is a story 

 of opportunity for life presented and rejected, and they lose out in the process. How important have you 

 found it to recognise and accept opportunities for growth, development and new life when these were 

 presented to you?  
 

2.   The parable is also a cautionary tale about the destructive effects of greed – doing violence to the rights of 

 others and eventually destroying the greedy themselves. What attitude towards possessions has helped you to 

 be at peace in yourself and at peace with others? 
 

3.  The vineyard of the Lord is an image for God’s people. As we look at the vineyard we have been given we can 

 ask ourselves ‘are we good tenants?’ Recall times when you have been a good tenant, and reached out caringly 

 for those around you. 
 

4.   ‘It was the stone rejected by the builders that became the keystone. This was the Lord’s doing and it was 

 wonderful to see’. Sometimes a person not highly regarded plays a key role in a project, and it is wonderful to 

 see. Can you recall examples of this? 

John Byrne OSA 
 emailjpbyrne@gmail.com 

 

Parish of Bangor, Member of Ards Pastoral Community 
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time   -   8 October 2017 

Sunday Mass Times this week: 
Bangor:             Vigil 6.30 pm,   
   10.30 am, 12.30 pm. 
Donaghadee:        Sun 9.30 am. 
Ballyholme:  11 am. 
 
Holywood:  Vigil 6.30 pm;  
              10 am and 12 noon. 
 

Newtownards:   Vigil 6.30 pm; 11.30 am. 
 

Comber:   10.00 am. 
 

Weekday Mass Times: 
Bangor:    Mon - Thurs 9.30 am  
   Friday as announced. 
 

Ballyholme:    Mon and Fri 9am. 
 
Confessions:     Sat 5.30 pm.  
 
Children’s Liturgy:   
Every Sunday at the 10.30am Mass in St Comgall’s  
Bangor for primary school children. 
 

Baptisms:  1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month at 2pm.  
Contact the Parish Office during office hours to  register. 
4 week’s notice must be given.   
 

Exposition and Holy Hour: 1st Sunday of the month 
at 2.45pm in St Comgall’s Donaghadee.  

Musings 
 

When God wants to speak to our hearts he leads us to the 

wilderness. This was his pedagogy with the people of Isra-

el. They had lessons to learn and he had much to teach 

them. They were schooled and seasoned in the desert. 

And the schooling was a good forty years! 
 

      The forty years in the desert for the Israelites was a 

fairly long novitiate. God was their Novice Master! He 

formed them well with lessons that would last a lifetime! 

They needed to know that he alone was their God and 

that they were his people. They had to know too that they 

needed him for they depended entirely on him as he 

screened them from the scorching sun during the day and 

sheltered them at night from the freezing cold. 
 

      The desert is the place between promise and fulfil-

ment. God had delivered the Israelites from slavery in 

Egypt but they still had to cross the desert to reach the 

Promised Land. It was not an easy lesson that they had to 

learn. It took them some forty years! 
 

      We who are time bound and always in a hurry find 

it difficult to keep pace with God’s eternal rhythm. 

Mgr Alex Rebello, 

Wandering in the Wilderness:  



The second collection this weekend is 
for the Parish Development Fund. 

 

Grateful thanks for a donation of £50 
this week for the refurbishment of  

St Comgall’s Church. 
 

Perpetual Adoration 
St Comgall’s Church  

Monday 10.30am-9.30pm 
 

Annual Legion of Mary  
Rosary Procession 

Sunday 8 October. The procession 
leaves St John’s Church, Falls Road at 
3pm and will process to St Michael The 
Archangel Church for a short service of 
Benediction. Refreshments available 
afterwards. Rosary beads and leaflets 
provided. All welcome. Gather at St 
John’s Church at 2.45pm. 
 

Dedication of Studies Mass at 
Queen’s University for the new 
academic year will celebrated this 
Sunday 8 October at 6.30pm in the 
Catholic Chaplaincy at Queen’s 
University, 28 Elmwood Avenue, 
Belfast.  The chief celebrant this year 
will be Bishop Donal McKeown, Bishop 
of Derry.  All university students, Year 
14 students, and their families, are 
welcome to attend.  Refreshments will 
be served after Mass.  For enquiries 
contact the Chaplaincy on  9066 9737, 
or qubcc@downandconnor.org  
 

Presentation for Fr Rooney 
Anyone wishing to contribute to this 

presentation is kindly invited to take an 
envelope available at the back of the 

Church and to return it in the collection 
basket on  Sun 8 or Sun 15 October. 

 
The Children’s Liturgy  

We are looking for new leaders to help 
as we have 40+ children attending each 
week, Parents, grandparents and 
students all welcome to help in a rota of 
one in 4 weeks. If you are interested 
please contact Lisa on 077 6278 8733. 

 

Fatima Comes to Ballymena  
To mark the centenary of Our Lady's 
apparition in Fatima, Ballymena parish 
is hosting a 24 hour vigil of prayer on 12
-13 Oct beginning 6pm  on 12th at All 
Saints' Church with Mass at 7.30pm, 12 
midnight, and 10am, 12noon and 
7.30pm on 13th.  Confessions from 11am
-12noon and 6.30-7.30pm on Friday. 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
throughout the day and night, 
interspersed with the rosary, readings 
and music.  Pope Francis has granted a 
special indulgence for those who 
celebrate the anniversary of Fatima this 
year, and this vigil brings Fatima and its 
message here to us at home!  Follow us 
on Facebook fb.me/ballymenacatholic 

 

St Comgall's Parish Youth Centre 
is a great place for our young people to 
spend their evenings and we are open 3 
nights a week:  
   Mon 6-9pm  - Drama Club & P6 Club 
   Wed 6-9pm  - P7 & Year 8 
   Fri 7-10pm   - Yr9, Yr 10+ 
First week free for new members - come 
along and have fun and make new 
friends! For more info call 07754 
423571 or email comgallsyc@gmail.com 
 

Mission Month of October 2017 
Please remember that in two weeks’ 
time, the Holy Father invites all 
Catholics to contribute to a special 
collection, the Mission Sunday 
collection. World Missions Ireland is the 
Holy Father’s official charity for 
overseas mission and is responsible for 
coordinating Mission Sunday in Ireland. 
All of the Mission Sunday materials are 
available on World Missions Ireland’s 
website ww.wmi.ie  

 

Café Donaghadee: Halloween Raffle 
for Kitty’s Holiday in Newcastle, tickets 
available in tea room. Draw on 29 Oct.  

 

Taizé at Clonard  
A special evening of Taizé prayer, music 
and reflection will take place in Clonard 
Church on Tues 17 October at 7:30pm. 
The Taizé Community is an ecumenical 
monastic order in Burgundy, France. It 
is composed of more than one hundred 
brothers, from Catholic and Protestant 
traditions, who originate from about 
thirty countries across the world. It was 
founded in 1940 by Brother Roger 
Schütz.  Taizé is a place of great 
pilgrimage for many young people from 
around the world every year.  
Brother Jean Marie from the Taizé 
Community will join us for this special 
evening. All are welcome. 

A Literary Evening with Gerry 
McCullough, Irish Poet and author of 
the popular ‘Belfast Girls’ along with 
music by folk singer Raymond 
McCullough. Tues 17 Oct at 7.30pm in 
Holywood Parish Centre. Tickets £10 
from the Parish Office 9042 3622. 
Proceeds in aid of Asha. 
   

Stanton Healthcare Coffee 
Morning and Presentation: 

Synod Hall, Armagh Cathedral  Sat 21st 
October at 11am. Stanton Healthcare 
provide life-saving crisis pregnancy 
support and need your help right now to 
protect both mother and baby. Find out 
more about this fantastic local charity 
while enjoying a cup of tea and some 
treats. Contact 9033 2882 for more 
information.   
 

Catholic Young Adult Conference 
(age 18-40) at the Catholic Chaplaincy, 
QUB, Sat 21 Oct.  Theme: 'Answering 
Objections to Catholicism'.  Talks and 
workshops with speakers including     Fr 
Andrew Black, Fr Martin Graham and 
the Dominican Sisters of St Cecila. 10am
-5.30pm. Cost £10 incl lunch. To book a 
place call 077 5337 9110. 
 

 Living Youth/Habitat for 
Humanity NI Ethiopia Team 2018  
Be part of this exciting ongoing 
partnership between Living Youth and 
Habitat's Global Village programme  
in Ethiopia. This will be Living Youth's 
fifth team to Ethiopia. "Personal 
Donation £500; Personal Fundraising 
Target £1600. For further information 
and details of online applications please 
contact: kieraoneill@livingyouthni.org 
Closing Date for Applications: Friday 3 
November 2016. 
 

Tobar Mhuire  
Loss and Blessings Day at Tobar Mhuire 
Crossgar Saturday 11th November 2017  

 10.30am - 4pm Price £30 
 

Family Care Adoption Services  
is presently seeking to recruit adoptive 
families for babies and young children.  
For a free information pack contact us 
on  Telephone: 71 36 8592, 9069 1133  

Monday to Friday 9–5pm. Email: 
anne.ohagan@familycaresociety.org  

Website: www.familycaresociety.co.uk 
 

Recently DVDs and books have 
been left in the body of the church by 

people who are clearing out their 
houses. It is respectfully suggested that 

the Church is not the place to deposit 
unwanted items no matter how sacred 

or profane their nature. 

 

Fr Gunn/Parish Office  Tel: 9146 5522, 27 Brunswick Road, Bangor.  Website: www.bangorparish.com   
Email: bangor@downandconnor.org   Office hours Mon-Fri 9.30am-1pm. 

Your prayers are requested for: 
 

Recently Deceased:  
Jack Watson 

 

 Anniversaries: 
Mary and John Donohue, Hugh Leslie, 

Michael and Rosalind McWilliams, 
Liam McDonnell, Winnie McCart,  

Joe O’Neill, Sean McKenna,  
Joseph Brannigan, Judith Hewitt,  

John P and Maryann Mooney,  
Doris Reardon, Annie McGrattan, 

Patrick McDonagh. 
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