
Seeing Your Life  
Through the Lens of the Gospels 

Matthew 20: 1-16 

 

1.   ‘I was there first’. Envy easily comes to the surface when faced with the good fortune of others, especially 

 when compared to what seems less favourable treatment of ourselves. Can you recall that feeling in yourself 

 and what it did to you? Can you also recall times when you were content with your lot, even though it seemed 

 others had greater gifts, better opportunities, etc. 
 

2.   A parent or teacher who gives a lot of time to a difficult child does not love the others less, but if we are one of 

 those other children we may not see that. Recall a ‘Jesus person’ in your life who helped you to overcome 

 feelings of envy and helped you appreciate that the apparently more favourable treatment of another did not 

 mean a lessening of love for you. 
 

3.   This leads us to the core message of this parable, namely, that God’s love is a free gift and not earned. Recall 

 moments when you were particularly conscious of the gifts that God has given you by counting all the 

 blessings that you have, no matter how small. 
 

4.   ‘It is too late now’ are words sometimes uttered to justify doing nothing about a situation. This parable tells us 

 that where love is involved, it is never too late. Can you recall times when you got a positive response after 

 taking action when you thought it was ‘too late’? 

John Byrne OSA  
emailjpbyrne@gmail.com 

 

Parish of Bangor, Member of Ards Pastoral Community 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time   -   24 September 2017 

Sunday Mass Times this week: 
Bangor:             Vigil 6.30 pm,   
   10.30 am, 12.30 pm. 
Donaghadee:        Sun 9.30 am. 
Ballyholme:  11 am. 
 
Holywood:  Vigil 6.30 pm;  
              10 am and 12 noon. 
 

Newtownards:   Vigil 6.30 pm; 11.30 am. 
 

Comber:   10.00 am. 
 

Weekday Mass Times: 
Bangor:    Mon - Thurs 9.30 am  
   Friday as announced. 
 

Ballyholme:    Mon and Fri 9am. 
 
Confessions:     Sat 5.30 pm.  
 
Children’s Liturgy:   
Every Sunday at the 10.30am Mass in St Comgall’s  
Bangor for primary school children. 
 
Baptisms:  1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month at 2pm.  
Contact the Parish Office to  register. 4 week’s notice 
must be given.   
 
Exposition and Holy Hour: 1st Sunday of the month 
at 2.45pm in St Comgall’s Donaghadee.  
 
 

Musings 
 

I should like to speak with you, my God, and yet what else 
can I speak of but you? Indeed, could anything at all exist 
which had not been present with you from all eternity, 
which didn’t have its true home and most intimate        
explanation in your mind and heart? Isn’t everything I 
ever say really a statement about you? 
 

      On the other hand, if I try, shyly and hesitantly, to 
speak to you about yourself, you will still be hearing about 
me. For what could I say about you except that you are 
my God, the God of my beginning and end, God of my joy 
and my need, God of my life? 
 

      … But what am I really saying, when I call you my 
God, the God of my life? That you are the meaning of my 
life? The goal of my wanderings? The consecration of my 
actions? The judgment of my sins? The bitterness of my 
bitter hours and my most secret joy? My strength, which 
turns my own strength into weakness? Creator, Sustainer, 
Pardoner, the One both far and near? Incomprehensible? 
God of my brethren? God of my fathers? 
 

    Are there any titles which I needn’t give you? And 
when I have listed them all, what have I said? If I should 
take my stand on the shore of your endlessness and shout 
into the trackless reaches of your Being all the words I 
have ever learned in the poor prison of my little existence, 
what should I have said? I should never have spoken the 
last word about you. 

 

 Karl Rahner, Encounters With Silence 



The second collection next weekend is 
the monthly stipend in support of your 

priests. 
 

Perpetual Adoration 
St Comgall’s Church  

Monday 10.30am-9.30pm. 
 

World Meeting of Families 2018 
The programme of preparation for the 
world meeting of families to be 
attended by Pope Francis in Dublin has 
now been launched. Leaflets are 
available at the back of the church 
inviting your participation at this 
wonderful event. It is hoped that the 
parish of Bangor will throw itself 
wholeheartedly into this great venture. 
Please take home a leaflet and decide 
how YOU are going to respond to the 
greatest challenge facing the Church at 
the moment namely Family Life. 
 

The Children’s Liturgy  
We are looking for new leaders to help 
as we have 40+ children attending each 
week, Parents, grandparents and 
students all welcome to help in a rota of 
one in 4 weeks. If you are interested 
please contact Lisa on 077 6278 8733. 
 

St Comgall’s Sunday School 
Sacramental preparation for First 
Penance and First Communion for 
children not attending parish schools 
will begin next Sunday 1 October from 
11.30am - 12.15pm in the Parish Centre. 
The classes are for P4 children or older. 
Parents are asked to attend with their 
children for registration on Sun 1 
October. 
 

Faith and Life Convention 
Bishop Treanor invites you to attend 
our fourth Faith and Life Convention 
on Sat 30 Sept in Our Lady and St 
Patrick’s College, Knock, beginning at 
10 am. 
     This year we are delighted to 
welcome Cardinal Kevin Farrell as our 
keynote speaker.  He will speak to us on 
the theme: Faith in the Family 
 In the afternoon each participant will 

have the opportunity to take part in two 
workshops from a range of twenty 
seven. The workshops fill up quickly so 
it’s best to book now!  
     Perhaps the best part of the day is the 
pleasure of meeting up with a great 
crowd of committed people from all 
over the diocese and beyond! 
     Online booking is available at: 
www.faithandlifeconvention.org   
Booking forms are also available from 
the Parish Office.  We look forward to 
seeing you on 30 September. 
 

St Comgall’s Parish Youth Centre  
 Interested in being a Volunteer? 

The Youth Centre needs help in the 
Youth Club.  If you can spare 3 hours a 
week, are over 18, and interested in 
working with young people then we 
need you! Email comgallsyc@gmail.com  
07754 423571 or call into the club and 
have a chat. 
 

Support for the Bereaved 
If you need to talk to someone about 
your bereavement, a member of the 
Bethany Bereavement Support Group 
can be contacted on the Confidential 
mobile number: 075 1085 2157.  
 

40 Days for Life 
 Opening Mass - The "40 Days for Life" 
campaign which takes place from 
Wednesday 27th September to Sunday 
5th November will be launched with a 
Special Mass in St Mary's Church, 
Chapel Lane, Belfast on Tuesday 26th 
September at 7.30pm. For more info, 
please contact: (028) 9027 8484 or 
info@preciouslife.com   
 

Family Care Adoption Services  
is presently seeking to recruit adoptive 
families for babies and young children.  
For a free information pack contact us 
on  Telephone: 71 36 8592, 9069 1133  
Monday to Friday 9–5pm. Email: 
anne.ohagan@familycaresociety.org  
Website: www.familycaresociety.co.uk 
  
St Joseph’s Young Priests Society  
The second collection this weekend is 
the annual collection for the support of 
the society. Envelopes are available at 
the rear of the Church, along with 
information leaflets on the work of the 
Society.  The Society supports young 
men who wish to study for the 
Priesthood but who do not have the 
resources to do so on their own. In the 
year 2016/17, 94 Irish and 570 Overseas 
students were supported by your 
donations, and 176 students were 
ordained to the Priesthood. 

 Anyone who would be interested in 
joining the Society should contact the 
Parish office. 
 
Living Youth / Habitat for 
Humanity N.I./Ethiopia Team: 
2018 (*12 days – dates to be finalised) 
Be part of this exciting ongoing 
partnership between Living Youth and 
Habitat's Global Village programme  
in Ethiopia. Twelve years ago, a 
volunteer team from Ulster University 
was the catalyst for our Ethiopia 
Partnership. Since then, thousands of 
lives have been transformed through 
small changes which make a world of 
difference; simple homes, clean water, 
proper toilets. Global Village is the 
name given to Habitat for Humanity’s 
international volunteering programme. 
Its aims are to raise homes, funds and 
awareness about the need for decent 
housing and water sanitation. The 
programme is a unique short-term 
opportunity where you will join a team 
which has the privilege of working 
alongside families in need. Equally 
important is the personal development 
aspect of these trips with perspectives 
broadened, skills enhanced and lives 
changed. This will be Living Youth's 
fifth team to Ethiopia. "Personal 
Donation £500; Personal Fundraising 
Target £1600.  
For further information and details of 
online applications please contact: 
kieraoneill@livingyouthni.org 
Closing Date for Applications: 
Friday 3rd November 2016. 
 
Marian Prayer Group  meet every 
Thurs evening for 1hr at 6.30pm in St 
Comgall’s Church, Brunswick Road. 
Rosary for the Unborn, Reflection, 
Music, Petitions and Divine Mercy 
Chaplet.  All ages welcome.  
 

Trocaire and Traidcraft 
This Weekend 23/24th September. 
Donations of bric-a-brac and toys,new 
or in good condition,are welcome. 
Tea and coffee will be served after all 
Masses on Sunday.  

Ards CCE  
Music and Singing classes continue on 
Saturday Mornings in St Columbanus’ 
College for all Traditional instruments. 
Beginners welcome. More information 
from Niall McClean - 07960072218 

 
Tobar Mhuire  

Loss and Blessings Day at Tobar Mhuire 
Crossgar Saturday 11th November 2017  

 10.30am - 4pm Price £30 

 

Fr Gunn/Parish Office  Tel: 9146 5522, 27 Brunswick Road, Bangor.  Website: www.bangorparish.com   
Email: stcomgalls@btconnect.com.  Hours Mon-Fri 9.30am-1pm. 

Your prayers are requested for: 
 

Recently Deceased: 
Mary Walsh 

  

Anniversaries: 
Susan Curry, Sandy Saunders 

Anne & Edward McQuade 
Mary Quinn, Joe Carvill , Mary Dornan 

Kathleen Brown, Geraldine James 
Paul McBrien, Richard Herbert 
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