
Seeing Your Life  
Through the Lens of the Gospels 

Matthew 16:13-20 
 

1.   This marks a turning point in the life of Jesus, and of the disciples. It is the first time that his 

 disciples recognise him as the Messiah. Recall turning points in your own life when you came to 

 some deeper understanding of who Jesus is. 
 

2.   ‘Who do you say that I am?’ This is possibly the most important question that Jesus puts to us. In 

 your  heart of hearts, how do you answer this question? 
 

3.   Jesus praises Peter for his faith and comments that this was not his own doing but a gift of God. 

 Perhaps there have been times when you have been more than usually conscious that faith is a gift. 

 Be thankful for the gift you have received. 
 

4.   These are troubled times for the Church and the promise of Jesus that ‘the gates of the underworld 

 can never hold out against it’ are an encouragement. What helps you to draw strength from this 

 promise of Jesus? What signs of hope do you see in the Church today? 
 

John Byrne OSA 
emailjpbyrne@gmail.com 

 Parish of Bangor, Member of Ards Pastoral Community 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time   -   27 August 2017 

Sunday Mass Times this week: 
Bangor:             Vigil 6.30 pm,   
   10.30 am, 12.30 pm. 
Donaghadee:        Sun 9.30 am. 
Ballyholme:  11 am. 
 
Holywood:  Vigil 6.30 pm;  
              10 am and 12 noon. 
 

Newtownards:   Vigil 6.30 pm; 11.30 am. 
 

Comber:   10.00 am. 
 

Weekday Mass Times: 
Bangor:    Mon - Thurs 9.30 am  
   Friday as announced. 
 

Ballyholme:    Mon and Fri 9am. 
 
Confessions:     Sat 5.30 pm.  

 
Children’s Liturgy:   
Recommences in September - Sunday at 10.30am Mass 
for children from P1-P7. 

 
Baptisms:  1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month at 2pm.  
Contact the Parish Office to  register. 4 week’s notice 
must be given.   
 
Exposition and Holy Hour: 1st Sunday of the month 
at 3pm in St Comgall’s Donaghadee.  
 
 

Musings - Who am I for you? 
 

     What does this story tell us? Jesus wanted a response 

to his question who am I for you? He had spent time with 

people and some have accepted him. Peter’s was the    

remark of faith. Faith is in the person of Jesus before any 

creed. Our faith is based on Jesus not on the Church. It is 

knowing Jesus from the inside – knowing who he really is 

with the knowledge of the heart. 

     Is our faith just like a birthmark or a way of life and 

love? 

     For some it is just a birthmark. A label for birth, mar-

riage and death. It has become more like this in Ireland 

and the Church in many ways allows this. 

     Who is Christ for me? The question that will ground 

our faith. 

     We are here for partnership with the Lord in bringing 

on the reign of God. 

     What would that look like? That people who care for 

each other and particularly for the old, the child, the 

weaker, the unborn and the refugee. The Church is the 

community where the weakest are welcomed. The son of 

the living God is the one who heals, cures, wants us, and 

is the human face of God. We are that too – he has no 

body now on earth but ours! 

Donal Neary SJ 



The second collection next weekend  
is the monthly stipend in support  

of your priests. 
 
 

Perpetual Adoration 
St Comgall’s Church  

Monday 10.30am-9.30pm. 
 
 

World Meeting of Families 2018 
This weekend sees the official launch of 
the programme of preparation for the 
world meeting of families to be 
attended by Pope Francis in Dublin. 
Leaflets are available at the back of the 
church inviting your participation at 
this wonderful event. It is hoped that 
the parish of Bangor will throw itself 
wholeheartedly into this great venture. 
Please take home a leaflet and decide 
how YOU are going to respond to the 
greatest challenge facing the Church at 
the moment namely Family Life. 
 
 

Storehouse North Down  
St Vincent de Paul is already accessing 
the foodbank to help local families. In 
order that our parish can become more 
involved with this worthy initiative we 
are asking the congregations in Bangor, 
Ballyholme and Donaghadee to donate 
dried or tinned goods (non perishable). 
These can be placed in donation boxes 
which will be available in the porches 
on the first week-end of each month.  
With your help no-one in our 
community need go hungry.  

 
 

Volunteers Needed  
St Comgall’s Brigins and Guides:  

Do you like working with children? 
Have you a sense of humour? Are you 
over 18? Can you spare 2 hours a week?  
St Comgall’s Brigins and Guides (aged 
6-12) are looking helpers on a Thurs 
evening from 6.30-8pm. No experience 
necessary, full support and training 
provided. If interested and for more 
info contact Yvonne 078 5114 4222 or 
email stcomgallsguideunit@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Cemetery Sunday Carnmoney  
Sun 3 Sept at 2.30pm with Solemn 
Requiem Mass in St Bernard’s Church, 
Glengormley for all the deceased, 
followed by blessing of the graves at 
Carnmoney Cemetery. Priests will be on 
hand, as usual, to assist with the 
blessings. (Some people choose to bless 
the graves  before Requiem Mass).   

 
 

Massive Prayer Rally for Ireland 
Sat 9 Sept at 1pm, join thousands of 
people gathering at Nutts Corner, Co. 
Antrim, to pray for the healing, 
restoration and transformation of our 
land. For more information, contact 
Precious Life on 028 9027 8484 or 
info@preciouslife.com  
 
 

Grandparents National Annual 
Pilgrimage Knock Shrine 

10 Sep 2017, 2.30pm. All welcome to 
honour and thank grandparents  alive 
and dead for all they have done for us 
down through the ages. Chief celebrant 
Archbishop Eamon Martin, Ballina 
School Choir, Dana sings 'Our Lady of 
Knock'. 
 
 
The Children’s Liturgy will 
recommence in September. We are 
looking for new leaders to help as we 
have 40+ children attending each week, 
Parents, grandparents and students all 
welcome to help in a rota of one in 4 
weeks. If you are interested please 
contact Lisa on 077 6278 8733. 
 
 

Ageing with Grace 
Drumalis, Larne – Sat 2 Sept 2017 
Maria Garvey will lead this retreat day 
at Drumalis,  for people of any age 
committed to accepting themselves as 
they are, recognizing their innate beauty 
and rejoicing in every passing 
day.  Maria has been a leader in 
education, health and social care, 
community and social enterprise for 
over 30 years as well as being an 
experienced retreat giver.    The day will 
begin at 9 am with registration and end 
at 4.45 pm, costs £55 per person.   For 
further information or to book, please 
contact 28276455/28272196 during 
office hours Mon-Fri 9am–5pm).      
Details are also available on the website 
www.drumalis.co.uk 
 
 
 

Faith and Life Convention 
Bishop Treanor invites you to attend 
our fourth Faith and Life Convention on 
Sat 30 Sept in Our Lady and St Patrick’s 
College, Knock, beginning at 10 am. 
     This year we are delighted to 
welcome Cardinal Kevin Farrell as our 
keynote speaker.  He will speak to us on 
the theme: Faith in the Family 
     In the afternoon each participant will 
have the opportunity to take part in two 
workshops from a range of twenty 
seven. The workshops fill up quickly so 
it’s best to book now!  
     Perhaps the best part of the day is the 
pleasure of meeting up with a great 
crowd of committed people from all 
over the diocese and beyond! 
     Online booking is available at: 
www.faithandlifeconvention.org   
Booking forms are also available from 
the Parish Office.  We look forward to 
seeing you in September. 
 
 

Will you lend a helping hand?   
The Legion of Mary needs young men 
between 16-18 to give 2 hours per week 
working for homeless men in Morning 
Star House Belfast.  If you are interested 
or would like to find out more, contact 
Michael on 077 6341 8867. 

   

 

Most Holy Redeemer  
Offertory Procession - 11am Mass 

 
27 Aug  -  Margaret & Aidan Hart 
3 Sept   -  Sheila & Seamus Leonard 
10 Sept -  Anne & Eugene McLarnon 
17 Sept -  SVdeP Conference Members 
  
24 Sept  - Margaret & Aidan Hart 
1 Oct     -  Sheila & Seamus Leonard 
8 Oct     -  Anne & Eugene McLarnon 
15 Oct   -  SVdeP Conference Members 
 
22 Oct  -   Margaret & Aidan Hart 
29 Oct  -   Sheila & Seamus Leonard 
5 Nov   -   Anne & Eugene McLarnon 
12 Nov -   SVdeP Conference Members 
 
19 Nov  -  Margaret & Aidan Hart 
26 Nov  -  Sheila & Seamus Leonard 
3 Dec    -  Anne & Eugene McLarnon 
10 Dec  -  SVdeP Conference Members 
 
 
St Comgall’s Bridge Club will 
recommence on Monday 4 September 
in the Parish Centre. 

 

Fr Gunn/Parish Office  Tel: 9146 5522, 27 Brunswick Road, Bangor.  Website: www.bangorparish.com   
Email: stcomgalls@btconnect.com.  Hours Mon-Fri 9.30am-1pm. 

Your prayers are requested for: 
 

Recently Deceased: 
Flora McGlinchey,  
Jennifer Crowley 

 

Anniversaries: 
David Anderson, Bernie Denvir,  

Thomas Leonard 

mailto:stcomgallsbrigins@gmail.com
http://mailer.creativeonlinemedia.com/t/r-l-jlthlijk-ttuuuljhdr-k/
mailto:info@preciouslife.com
http://www.faithandlifeconvention.org

